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Llangarren, Herefordshire 

Extract from Kelly's Directory of 
Herefordshire, 1879 

LLANGARRON is a parish and village 
5 miles south-west from Ross, 6 north 
from Monmouth, 13 south from 
Hereford, in Wormelow hundred, Ross 
county court district and union, 
Harewood's End petty sessional 
district, Archenfield rural deanery and 
Hereford archdeaconry and diocese, 
situated on the Garron Brook, one of 
the principal tributaries of the River 
Wye, and is about 3 miles north of that 
river. The church of St. Deinst, an old 
stone building in the Anglo-Norman 
style, has been repaired and enlarged, 
and contains 475 sittings, 194 of which 
are free: it has chancel, nave north 
aisle, tower with spire and porch, and 
contains four monuments. The register 
dates from the year 1569. The living is 
a vicarage, with the chapelry of St. 
Weonard's, joint yearly value £500, 
and about 30 acres of glebe, in the gift 

of the Dean and Chapter of Hereford, 
and held by the Rev. Henry John Potts, 
B.A. of trinity College, Cambridge. 
Here are Wesleyan and 
Congregational chapels.  

 
St Deinst Church, Llangarron 

 
 
 
 

Langstone court, now the residence of 
John Jones, esq. M.D., J.P. is a very 
old mansion, supposed to have been 
built by Inigo Jones: this mansion was 
in the possession of the Gwylliams, 
and in an old stable was found a pane 
of glass on which were engraved the 
names of Mr. And Mrs. Gwylliam, 
bearing date 1681; several antiquities 
have been found here, and from its 
great age and many curiosities the 
mansion forms a prominent feature in 
the objects of interest in the 
neighbourhood. Penrithan Court is now 
a farm house. The parish is in several 
manors. The Governors of Guy's 
Hospital, Sir Joseph Russell Bailey, 
bart. M.P. Thomas Mayos, esq. And 
John Jones, esq. Are chief 
landowners. The soil is sandy and 
loamy; subsoil, chiefly sandstone and 
rock. The chief crops are wheat, barley 
and turnips. The area is 5,605 acres; 
rateable value, £9,349; and the 
population in 1871 was 1,156. 
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The Great War for Civilisation 
1914 - 1919 

 
Commemorating the men of Llangarron   

who died in the conflict   
and took the lives of 15 young men of Llangarron. 

We will remember them. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
August 2015 
Bill Webb: 
email:  billwebb.llangarron@gmail.com 
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The war to end all wars 
 
 

 

August 4th 2014 was the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of the Great War (First World 
War).   August 4th 1914 was the date when 
Great Britain and the Empire declared war on 
Germany in  response to Germany's invasion 
of Belgium.    The Great War started when, on 
28 July, the Austro-Hungarians fired the first 
shots of the war as preparation for the invasion 
of Serbia.  While the Russians mobilised, the 
Germans invaded neutral Belgium and 
Luxembourg, which brought Great Britain into 
the war. 
It is not really appropriate to celebrate an event 
which led to the deaths of so many people. It is 
perhaps a time to commemorate those young 
men of the area who gave their lives in a 
conflict they thought was just and right and  
consider that they were part of our community.  
100 years on we still 'remember them' and 
value the sacrifice they made.   It is also a time 
to reflect on the conditions at the time, it was a 
rural community and this was seen as a 'great 
adventure' and it would all be over by 
Christmas, the young men enlisted voluntarily 
in huge numbers at Kitchener's appeal for 
volunteers.  They did not want to miss the 
boat.   
 
 
On August 7

th
 1914, Kitchener made his first 

appeal for 100,000 volunteers. To begin with 
the adverts in the newspapers were very staid 
with the royal crest with ―Your King and 

Country need you‖ followed by ―A Call to 
Arms‖. The adverts stated clearly an age range 
of 19 to 30. However, these adverts were 
replaced by Alfred Leete‘s legendary poster 
that showed Kitchener pointing at the reader 
with ―Your Country Needs You‖. The response 
overwhelmed the army. In 18 months, 
2,467,000 men joined up only to find that the 
army did not have enough rifles or uniforms. 
 
 

 
 
 
It is interesting to see they wanted men from 
19 to 30 and 'old soldiers' up to 42.  By 1916 
this had changed a great deal with men from 
18 (officially) up to 50 wanted.   A lot went in at 
17 and many over 50 but still the official 
minimum age to serve overseas (active 
service) was 19 but this was clearly not strictly 
enforced and even locally young men of 18 
were being sent to the front. 
 

 
 
 
But local recruitment posters could be more 
intimidating - here is one for the Lonsdale Pals 
(11th Border Regiment).  Which later had 300 
reserves allocated from the Herefordshire 
Regiment. 
 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Campaign_(World_War_I)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Campaign_(World_War_I)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Campaign_(World_War_I)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxembourg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5jpYb4aNOwMC2M&tbnid=LFbIfhRO0EMhJM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=https://www.facebook.com/genesreunited&ei=RIYLUtGdFqKV0AWN84EQ&psig=AFQjCNF4CE-m7wA0smyB2U9XE_SV6Yoy-w&ust=1376573380416388
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The Great War 
 

The starting point of the first World War was 
the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria, the heir to the throne of 
Austria-Hungary, on 28 June 1914 by the 
Yugoslav nationalist Gavrilo Princip in 
Sarajevo, it triggered a diplomatic crisis when 
Austria-Hungary subsequently delivered an 
ultimatum to the Kingdom of Serbia.   Several 
alliances formed over the previous decades 
were invoked. Within weeks, the major powers 
were at war and, via their colonies, the conflict 
soon spread around the world. In Britain and 
the Empire it started in earnest on 4th Aug 
1914.        
The Great War saw huge changes in the way 
conflicts were fought.   On land horses were a 
major part of the armies with over 6 million 
being used as well as 213,000 mules and 
60,000 camels and oxen but machine guns, 
artillery and poison gas took a heavy toll and 
by the end of the war lorries and tanks were 
replacing them.    

 
              A German lancer.   

This illustrates the changes, he has a carbine, 
steel helmet and gas mask (C20th) and sitting 
on a horse with a lance (unchanged for several 
hundred years). 

At sea 
There were a number of battles - Coronel, 
Falklands, Heligoland Bight and Jutland but no 
conclusive ones, the main difference in sea 
warfare was the use of submarines to enforce 
a blockade of Britain in the Atlantic. 

The war in the air. 
When war broke out the number of aircraft on 
all sides and all fronts was very small.  France, 
for example, had less than 140 aircraft at the 
start of the war.  By the end of the war she 
fielded 4,500 aircraft, more than any other 
protagonist.  While this may seem an 
impressive increase, it does not give a true 
indication of the amount of aircraft involved.  
During the war France produced no less than 
68,000 aircraft.  52,000 of them were lost in 
battle, a horrendous loss rate of 77%. 

           Some of the Key Battles 
The Race to the Sea  was conducted from 

September-November 1914, ended with the 
onset of trench warfare in the Western Front.  
It was the last mobile phase of the war on the 
Western Front until March 1918.   Allied 
attempts to force a German retreat after the 
Battles of the Marne and Aisne failed as the 
Germans dug in behind formidable trench 
lines.  Both sides tried to gain an advantage by 
pressing their attacks further north in Flanders 

the only flank open for manoeuvre.   This led 

into   1st Ypres. The first battle of Flanders 

October/November 1914.   These actions saw 
the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in action 
for the  first time.   The Old Contemptibles (The 
Kaiser was reputed to have referred to Britain's 
small army as "A Contemptible little army" and 
the name was taken up with pride by the 
troops; sadly it was not  true, it was a piece of 
propaganda thought up in the War Office,  
London).   Britain's army in France had 
163,000 men, France had 3,989,000 and 
Germany 5,400,000 but the British army was 
all volunteer, very well trained and battle 
hardened in India and South Africa.  When 
they met the mainly conscripted German army 
which had trained troops but with a large 
number of students and young inexperienced 
men the result was casualties not seen before.   
The Germans called the battle The Massacre 
of the innocents of Ypres   The total casualties 
on both sides were estimated at 280,000.   
Loos (The Big Push) 25th Sept - 18th Oct. 

1915.   Compared with the small-scale British 
efforts of spring 1915, this attack of six 
Divisions was a mighty offensive indeed - so 
much so that it was referred to at the time as 
The Big Push. Taking place on ground not of 
their choosing and before sufficient stocks of 
ammunition and heavy artillery had arrived. 
The opening of the battle was noteworthy for 
the first use of poison gas by the British Army. 
Despite heavy casualties, there was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand_of_Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand_of_Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand_of_Austria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yugoslav_nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gavrilo_Princip
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarajevo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/July_Crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Serbia
http://firstworldwar.com/features/trenchlife.htm
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=83GMS_tT8nZ3HM&tbnid=C7m9quBP3EeLGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://praymont.blogspot.com/&ei=R741UtKpDqWN7Aasq4CACQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNF6-vimBeEX4chfLdWOkKfOlFR00w&ust=1379340151736502
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considerable success on the first day in 
breaking into the deep enemy positions near 
Loos and Hulluch. But the reserves had been 
held too far from the battle front to be able to 
exploit the successes. 

 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force  
The Middle East.   Of interest locally as The 
Herefordshire Regiment and The King's 
Shropshire Light Infantry (KSLI) featured 
heavily in this theatre of war.  

Gallipoli is the most frequently used name for 

the peninsula to the west of the Dardenelles 
Straits, and the fighting that took place there 
between British and French troops of the Allies 
against Turkish troops between April 1915 and 
January 1916. Most famously, it was where the 
soldiers of the first ANZAC - the Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps - first went into 
action during the Great War. 
Once the fighting on the Western Front in 
France and Flanders settled into siege warfare, 
it defied attempts by both sides to break 
through; some British politicians became 
entranced by the idea of attacking Germany by 
the back door. Despite pre-war Naval planning 
that suggested a passage of the Dardanelles 
Straits was impossible, the lure of an easier 
route to the defeat of Germany became 
irresistible. The pro-Westerners in the high 
Army command were overruled and eventually 
acquiesced. 
Gallipoli was evacuated and the army 
relocated to Egypt and fought the Turkish army 
through Egypt into Palestine.   At the same 

time another army was in Salonika, in 1915 a 

Franco British force landed at Thessaloniki to 
assist the Serbians against Bulgarian 

Aggression.   The fighting continued until an 
armistice in September 1918.    

Mesopotamia (Iraq) had been part of the 

Turkish Ottoman Empire. Lying along its 
eastern border was Persia, generally friendly to 
the British. The Arab Sheiks of nearby Kuwait 
and Muhammerah also supported Britain; the 
Arab tribes of coastal Mesopotamia often 
changed sides. Germany had for many years 
before the war assiduously developed Turkey 
as an ally, which it saw as an important part of 
the Drang nach Osten (Thrust towards the 
East: Germany wanted new lands, new 
markets, lebensraum).   After three years of 
fierce fighting an armistice was  signed with 
Turkey 1st October 1918.   Britain had suffered 
93,000 casualties in this theatre.   

Jutland.  31st May/1st June 1916. Between 

the Royal Navy's Grand Fleet and the German 
High Seas Fleet.  It was the only major clash of 
Battleships in the war.    14 British and 11 
German ships were sunk with great loss of life.  
Both sides claimed victory but by the end of 
1916 Germany turned away from fleet to fleet 
action policy and started unrestricted 
submarine warfare which led to America 
coming into the war in April 1917. 

The Somme.  July-Nov 1916 

 
The first day of the Somme July 1st 1916 saw 
the worst casualties ever sustained by a British 
Army 60,000 casualties on one day (20,000 
dead). 
It was a baptism of fire for Britain's new 
volunteer armies. Many Pals Battalions, 
comprising men from the same town, had 
enlisted together to serve together. They 
suffered catastrophic losses: whole units died 
together and for weeks after the initial assault, 
local newspapers would be filled with lists of 
dead, wounded and missing.  By the end of the 
battle 13th Nov. Britain had 420,000 
casualties, France 195,000 and Germany 
650,000. 

Passchendaele. Jun-Nov 1917.   This battle 

had the Empire lined up against Germany, in 
addition to British troops were armies from 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
Newfoundland, India, South Africa plus armies 
from Belgium and France.   It was a dreadful 
battle fought in appalling conditions of mud 
and resulted in huge casualties estimated at 
about 400,000 on each side. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-sIElEeaJcaU/UJ9r7Sa3iCI/AAAAAAAAFEM/_1YcVwHaifw/s1600/Preparation+-+The+Battle+of+the+Somme+(1916).jpg
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Cambrai  Nov-Dec 1917.  This was the first 

time that tanks had been used in large 
numbers.  On the first day the British attack 
broke deeply and quickly into apparently 
impregnable defences with few casualties. But 
a later counter attack reversed the success.  a 
"harum-scarum affair, ill-planned and feebly 
directed, yet in military history it stands as the 
most significant battle of the First World War". 
Prosecution of the war required fighting men 
and the Government used propaganda and 
pressure to persuade men to volunteer and 
when that was not enough in 1916 introduced 
conscription.  We have included a number of 
posters illustrating different aspects of the war 
and the way posters were used to good effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chateau_Wood_Ypres_1917.jpg
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Prosecution of the war required fighting men 
and the Government used propaganda and 
pressure to persuade men to volunteer and 
when that was not enough in 1916 introduced 
conscription.  We have included a number of 
posters illustrating different aspects of the war 
and the way posters were used to good effect. 
 

  
Two simple posters encouraging men to 'join 
up' as a patriotic duty. 
 
One reason Britain declared war on Germany 
was when Germany invaded "Poor Little 
Belgium" and the rumours of Germans 
bayoneting Belgian women and children. 

  

The Poster Campaign 
 

  
An effective way to get men to enlist was to 
pressure them through the women of the 
country. 
Britain was not alone in its fight against 
Germany it was a truly 'Empire' effort and all 
the countries of the Empire responded. 
 

 

                                                                                                  
Different countries took different approaches to 
recruitment.   The USA 'King Kong' approach 
looks frightening by today's standards and the 
Canadian appeal to the Jewish community is 
again a major patriotic approach. 

 
White Feathers 

Chiefly a phenomenon of Britain, white feathers 
were typically handed over by young women to men 
out of uniform during wartime, the implication being 
that the man concerned was a shirker or a coward.  
The co-called  Organisation of the White Feather 
was initiated by Admiral Charles Fitzgerald in the 
opening month of the war and was encouraged by a 
number of writers, including Mary Ward.  The 
organisation was founded as a means of applying 
pressure to able bodied men to enlist with the British 
Army. 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YpzHJlJCNnLAiM&tbnid=ez1EvKJmhicawM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ohdearohdearishallbelate.blogspot.com/2010/07/some-world-war-i-posters.html&ei=Rrw1Uq2hEM6XhQeZtoHgAw&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YpzHJlJCNnLAiM&tbnid=ez1EvKJmhicawM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.world-war-pictures.com/war-poster/wargb002&ei=W7w1Up6RGdO1hAev84CoDQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ul6HSnI_WtsU8M&tbnid=a349RouUbPywUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://schools.4j.lane.edu/churchill/library/classes/WWIQuest/WWICivilian.html&ei=l741UsMc0a7sBpuTgfgH&psig=AFQjCNF6-vimBeEX4chfLdWOkKfOlFR00w&ust=1379340151736502
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=upj5sTbnl_PjPM&tbnid=QymSm9rFeS9zWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://history-wiki.wikispaces.com/yr12_induction_harold_katy&ei=U701UuvrOPKS7AbC2YC4Bg&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0fT14zYzw4LQpM&tbnid=ZHxZ4i7STVhfFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ctya.org/blog/white-feathers-a-symbol-of-cowardice/&ei=IL01UveqOrGO7Aap2oH4AQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KLIolNTKbPa5GM&tbnid=nW-0Fp3I4SxUnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recruitment_to_the_British_Army_during_the_First_World_War&ei=sLw1UreGMsqJ7AbpnIGIDQ&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9YwwSEQDof8hOM&tbnid=_QUcSnKmuCMqyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pickelhaube&ei=dL01UvKuFoGShQeF6IDgAw&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHfaCJkOooKum-KdLJ8Wk_at0bzGA&ust=1379339535844104
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Animals in the Great War 
At  the start of the Great War the world's 
armies still used horses as the main means of 
transport, 'pulling power' and for cavalry.   The 
part played by a huge variety of animals during 
the war is often overlooked as are the numbers 
which were killed. 
   
Signaller Jim Crow, Royal Field Artillery, 
summed it up: 'We knew what we were there 
for; them poor devils didn't, did they?' 

Horses, mules, donkeys and Camels 

 
8 Million military horses died in the Great War 
 

A most heart-wrenching account of a draught 
animal's plight was recorded  by Lt  R.G.Dixon 
RGA. 
"Heaving about  in the filthy mud of the road 
was an unfortunate mule with both of his 
forelegs shot away.   The poor brute, suffering 
God knows what untold agonies and terrors, 
was  trying to get to its feet which weren't  
there.   Writhing and heaving, tossing its head 
about in its wild attempts, not knowing that it 
no longer had any front legs. 
I had my revolver with me, but couldn't get 
near the animal, which lashed out at us with its 
hind legs and tossed its head unceasingly.  
Jerry's shells were arriving pretty fast - we 
made some desperate attempts to get the 

mule so I could put a bullet behind its ear into 
the brain, but to no avail.   By lingering there, 
trying to put the creature out of its pain I was  
risking not only my life but also my 
companions'.    The shelling got more intense - 
perhaps one would hit the poor thing and put it 
out of its misery". 
At the end of the war all bar the very best 
horses The 'standard' and 'poor quality' 
animals were either auctioned off at rock-
bottom prices or sold to French butchers, a 
terrible fate given the services these brave 
beasts had performed. 
Dogs. Dogs had a vital part to play in World 
War One as the complexes of trenches spread 
throughout the Western Front. It is estimated 
that by 1918, Germany had employed 30,000 
dogs, Britain, France and Belgian over 20,000 
and Italy 3000. America, at first, did not use 
dogs except to utilise a few hundred from the 
Allies for specific missions. Later, after a 
chance stowaway, the USA produced the most 
decorated and highly-ranked service dog in 
military history, Sergeant Stubby.   

 
He entered combat on February 5, 1918 at 
Chemin Des Dames, north of Soissons, and 
was under constant fire, day and night for over 
a month. In April 1918, during a raid to take 
Schieprey, Stubby was wounded in the foreleg 
by the retreating Germans throwing hand 

grenades. He was sent to the rear for 
convalescence, and as he had done on the 
front was able to improve morale. When he 
recovered from his wounds, Stubby returned to 
the trenches. 
After being gassed himself, Stubby learned to 
warn his unit of poison gas attacks, located 
wounded soldiers in no man's land, and — 
since he could hear the whine of incoming 
artillery shells before humans could — became 
very adept at letting his unit know when to 
duck for cover. He was solely responsible for 
capturing a German spy in the Argonne. 
Following the retaking of Château-Thierry by 
the US, the women of the town made Stubby a 
chamois coat on which were pinned his many 
medals. He also helped free a French town 
from the Germans. At the end of the war he 
was smuggled  home. 
Lots of dog breeds were used during World 
War One, but the most popular type of dogs 
were medium-sized, intelligent and trainable 
breeds. Two in particular were used because 
of their superior strength, agility, territorial 
nature and trainability; Doberman Pinscher's 
and GSDs, both native to Germany. Other 
breeds associated with WWI were smaller 
breeds such as terriers, who were most often 
employed as 'ratters'; dogs trained to hunt and 
kill rats in the trenches. 
Pigeons.   Pigeons played a vital part in World 
War One as they proved to be an extremely 
reliable way of sending messages. Such was 
the importance of pigeons that over 100,000 
were used in the war with an astonishing 
success rate of 95% getting through to their 
destination with their message. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemin_des_Dames
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soissons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand_grenades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand_grenades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand_grenades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_gas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_man%27s_land
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meuse-Argonne_Offensive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teau-Thierry
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Sergeant_Stubby_3.jpg
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The last day of the war 11/11/1918 
It is frequently thought that the Great War 
ended at Eleven o'clock on the 11th November 
1918.   This is  true in that a 'cease fire' started 
then which did hold.  But that is not the full 
story.  
Nov. 11th 1918 - The Armistice was signed at 
5.10am and came into force at 11am to give 
time for the information to get to all the front 
line troops but technology meant that the cities 
throughout the world knew by 5.40am. 

 
 So despite November 11

th
 being the last day 

of the war, on many parts of the Western Front 
fighting continued as normal. This meant, of 
course, that casualties occurred even as the 
people of Paris, London and New York were 
celebrating the end of the fighting.   In 
particular, the Americans took heavy casualties 
on the last day of the war. This was because 
their commander, General John Pershing, 
believed that the Germans had to be severely 
defeated at a military level to effectively teach 
them a lesson. Pershing saw the terms of the 

Armistice as being soft on the Germans. 
Therefore, he supported those commanders 
who wanted to be pro-active in attacking 
German positions – even though he knew that 
an Armistice had been signed. 
The respected American author Joseph E 
Persico has calculated a shocking figure that 
the final day of WWI would produce nearly 
11,000 casualties, more than those killed, 
wounded or missing on D-Day 1944. 

 
 
 
In other parts it was different: 
The morning of November 11 was extremely 
cold and a white frost covered the Front. Sgt. 
Walter Sweet marched his platoon from the 
Monmouthshire Regiment to the next village 
and was billeting them in a barn when the 
colonel walked in. 
‗He wished us good day and looked at his 
watch. ―It is 10am. Men, I am pleased to tell 
you that in one hour the Armistice comes into 
force and you will all be able to return to your 
homes.‖ But the news of the imminent German 
surrender was greeted with silence. ‗We did 
not cheer,‘ Sweet recalled. ‗But just stood, 
stunned and bewildered.‘ 
He continued: ‗Then, on the stroke of 11am the 
CO raised his hand and told us that the war 
was over. That time we cheered, with our tin 
hats on and our rifles held aloft. For old hands 
like me, it was funny realising that this day we 
had waited so long for had come at last.‘ 
From- The Soldier's war - Richard Van Emden. 

 
 
 

US soldier Henry Gunther was the last man 
killed in the Great War; he was shot in a 
charge against the astonished Germans, they 
all knew the cease fire was about to start.  He 
died at 10.59am His record shows “Almost as 
he fell, the gunfire died away and an appalling 
silence prevailed.”  
 
Although the Armistice was signed and 
effected on 11th November 1918 the War did 
not officially end until the Treaty of Versailles 
28th June 1919.   This led to a situation where 
many churches and war memorials refer to the 
Great War of 1914 - 1918 and many to 1914 - 
1919.    
 
The total losses throughout the war were 
horrific.   Total casualties in the fighting: 

British Empire :  1,100,000 soldiers killed; 
1,500,000 wounded 
France :   1,400,000 soldiers killed; 2,500,000 
wounded 
Belgium : 50,000 soldiers killed 
Italy :        600,000 soldiers killed 
Russia :    1,700,000 soldiers killed 
America :  116,000 soldiers killed 

Those who had fought against the Allies 
suffered heavy casualties as well: 

Germany :            2,000,000 soldiers killed 
Austria-Hungary  1,200,000 soldiers killed 
Turkey :                 325,000 soldiers killed 
Bulgaria :              100,000 soldiers killed 

 

 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/america_and_world_war_one.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/general_john_pershing.htm
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xLQUGiUk6jYevM&tbnid=HDt3x9DZ1Nlu_M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.kingsacademy.com/mhodges/03_The-World-since-1900/03_Armistice/03a_Peace-r.htm&ei=M4RJUrWcHqbX7AaAvoCQBw&psig=AFQjCNFAHpQY5-bGSk37-zye0RQQyMXc0A&ust=1380636083633978
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Remembering the dead. 

There were a number of pitfalls over the issue  of 
Commemoration and the dead of the war.   The 
driving force behind the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission was Sir Fabian Ware neither a 

soldier nor a politician, Ware was nevertheless well 
placed to respond to the public's reaction to the 
enormous losses in the war.  At 45 he was too old to 
fight but he became the commander of a mobile unit 
of the British Red Cross.  Saddened by the sheer 
number of casualties, he felt driven to find a way to 
ensure the final resting places of the dead would not 
be lost forever.  His vision chimed with the times.  
Under his dynamic leadership, his unit began 
recording and caring for all the graves they could 
find. By 1915, their work was given official 
recognition by the War Office and incorporated into 
the British Army as the Graves Registration 
Commission. 
 
The decision was made that the dead would be 
buried  'where they fell'  and would not be 
repatriated. 
"Of the million British dead of the First World War 
only one - the unknown Soldier - was ever returned 
to his native land".   After considerable debate "the 
commission felt it would be inadvisable to leave the 
provision of memorials to private initiative.  If 
memorials were allowed to be erected in War 
Cemeteries according to the preference, taste and 
means of relatives and friends, the result would be 
that costly monuments put up by the well-to-do over 
their dead would contrast unkindly with those 
humbler ones which would be all the poorer folk 
could afford.   The result  was a uniform headstone 
for all, which was regimental in character.   No 
embellishments were allowed, only -Regimental 
badge, name, rank, regiment, date of death and a 
short inscription supplied by the next of kin.   
Permanence was vital   It was envisaged that these 
monuments would still have relevance  to people 
300 years hence so suitable material needed to be 

found for them.  The Headstones were to be cut 
from Portland Stone but  in some areas soil 
conditions, climate and chemicals meant other 
materials were needed. In Gibraltar it was Cornish 
Granite, in Basra it was Indian sandstone and 
Welsh Penrhyn Slate and local quarry stone at 
Gallipoli.    

 
Portland Stone. 

 
Gallipoli headstone 

         
 

Remembering the missing. 
 

By 1918  587,000 graves had been identified and  
559,000 casualties had been identified as 'missing'.  
How to commemorate these 'missing dead' led to 
great debate.  The Australians felt each should have 
a named headstone but the view in Britain was this 
would lead to people thinking their relative was 
buried there (false graves).  It was decided to have 
monuments of some sort but whether they should 
be 'regimental' or 'geographical' led to further 
debate.   Winston Churchill persuaded the cabinet  
to pay for general memorials to the army as a whole 
to be erected on the principal battlefields of the war 
- at Ypres, Mons, Arras, the Hindenburg Line,  The 
Somme, Gallipoli and Jerusalem'  with the names of 
the missing engraved on them.  The Dominions and  
Colonies had their own memorials.

 

Thiepval memorial - to the missing of the Somme. 

Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

There were also 187,861 men buried but having no 

known name.   Their headstone says simply 

A Soldier of the Great War 

Known unto God. 
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Medals and awards. 
 I have not listed all the medals available, such 
as eg. Victoria Cross, Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, Military Cross just the ones awarded to 
local men..  

 
The Armlet for the Volunteer Training Corps: 
for those in 1914 deemed medically unfit for 
service.  Did other war work but were not in 
uniform. 

 
Badge for members of the Territorial Force 
who volunteered to fight overseas 

  
1914 (Mons) Star & Clasp and Roses.   The 
Star was awarded to those who served in 

France or Belgium between 5th August and 
22nd November 1914.  The Clasp & Roses 

was awarded to those in the same period who 
were within range of enemy mobile artillery. 

 
1914-15 Star  the British War Medal The Victory Medal 

The 1914–15 Star was approved in 1918, for 
issue to officers and men of British and 
Imperial forces who served in any theatre of 
the War between 5 August 1914 and 31 
December 1915 (other than those who had 
already qualified for the 1914 Star). 
Recipients of this medal also received the 
British War Medal and Victory Medal – it was 
never awarded singly.  The Victory Medal 
reverse states "The Great War for Civilisation 
1914-1919"   The trio of medals  were known 
by the troops as Pip, Squeak & Wilfred after 
the Daily Mirror cartoon characters. 

 
The two medals British War Medal and Victory 
Medal were again known as 'Mutt & Jeff' after 
two more cartoon characters popular at the 

time.   

 
Mention in Despatches 

A spray of Oak Leaves in bronze for those 
mentioned in despatches but not given a 
medal.  Worn on the Victory Medal. 

  
Military Medal. 

The Military Medal (MM) was awarded to 
warrant officers, non-commissioned officers 
and other ranks for gallantry in action against 
the enemy (it is inscribed   "for bravery in the 
field'). It ranked below the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal. 
 
The Silver War Badge, sometimes erroneously 
called the Silver Wound Badge, was 
authorised in September 1916. The badge was 
awarded to all of those military personnel who 
were discharged as a result of sickness or 
wounds contracted or received during the war, 
either at home or overseas.   This had come 
about because  It had been the practice of 
some women to present white feathers to 
apparently able-bodied young men who were 
not wearing the King's uniform. 

 
The Memorial Plaque was issued after the First 
World War to the next-of-kin of all British and 
Empire service personnel who were killed as a 
result of the war. 
The plaques (more strictly described as 
plaquettes) were made of bronze, and hence 
popularly known as the Dead Man‘s Penny, 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1914_Star
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_War_Medal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_Medal_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_feather
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaquette
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze
javascript:boxbox('/dyn/modes/large/watermarked/760.jpg', 500, 335)
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ebayimg.com/t/ORIGINAL-FIRST-WORLD-WAR-1914-STAR-CLASP-ROSES-5TH-AUG-22ND-NOV-1914-/00/s/MTM1MFgxNDY0/z/XTsAAOxyzHxRTxU7/$T2eC16V,!)kE9s4Z+z+-BRT)U6nCP!~~60_35.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/ORIGINAL-FIRST-WORLD-WAR-1914-STAR-CLASP-ROSES-5TH-AUG-22ND-NOV-1914-/230952344001?pt=UK_Collectables_Militaria_LE&hash=item35c5d519c1&h=276&w=300&sz=29&tbnid=aHJD-bD7VtbMpM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=98&zoom=1&usg=__YrRtkzoM5klbc6cNX3Ic6pYgUnk=&docid=FWmdDcsDi9DJtM&sa=X&ei=HJ0LUpDWEo2n0wXv_4DACg&ved=0CFUQ9QEwBg&dur=556
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1600&bih=900&tbm=isch&tbnid=HPs3KWa9IR1tcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.amandajo.com.au/sales/Charms/Vintage/4607/Pip_Squeak_and_Wilfred_Charm_VINTAGE/&docid=_fyguc5nZE72bM&imgurl=http://www.amandajo.com.au/media/products/48fc858e-fdcb-40fb-a950-1133f428b494csvtgani01z.jpg&w=425&h=266&ei=J2QHUp-yB-3L0AWoloGICQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=178&tbnw=284&start=29&ndsp=34&ved=1t:429,r:49,s:0&tx=134&ty=108
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Victory_Medal_1914-18_with_Mention_in_Despatches_(British)_Oak_Leaf_Cluster.jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NmisveRckKLvKM&tbnid=JHYea240q13-dM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/research/index.php/find-your-soldier/silver-war-badge-records/&ei=4JwLUrT1FeO90QWimoGIDA&bvm=bv.50723672,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNE0z4jvUbXggGJr_wvjJzK-383L-g&ust=1376578949034738
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/18/Memorial_Plaque.jpg
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The Regiments and units. With the 
exception of Leading Seaman Jones 
(Royal Navy - Submarines) all the men of 
the area who died in the Great War served 
as soldiers.   Able Seaman Berry was in 
the Navy but served as a soldier in France 
with the Naval Brigade. 
    
 The Army had two 'arms' the Regular 
Professional Army and the Territorial Force 
(TF).    At the start of the war most of the 
regular army were sent to France as part of the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF). Territorial 
Units were sent to parts of the empire such as 
India, Singapore, Hong Kong to take over from 
and release regular battalions for the fight in 
France.  In September Lord Kitchener made 
his appeals for men and large numbers of local 
men answered the call.   Many volunteered for 
specific units (Herefords, KSLI, Monmouth 
Regt etc and many of these were TF 
battalions) but many were part of Kitcheners 
new armies and allocated to regiments.   Over 
time many of these men were transferred from 
TF and training battalions to new and newly 
formed units to fight overseas. Local examples 
are the 300 men of the Herefords transferred 
to the 11th Border Regt after the losses of the 
first day of the Somme, also men of the 2nd 
and 3rd Bn Herefords were transferred into the 
1st Bn to fight and make up the losses in 
Gallipoli and then Palestine.   So many men 
had several different units on their records and 
medal cards.    Their numbers also changed 
the TF had short (usually four digit) numbers 
which were specific to their own unit but as the 
army grew the TF were re-numbered with 6 

digit numbers in 1917;  this feature is seen on 
many medal cards. 
Local Regiments.  The officers went to units 
generally where they had some sort of 
affiliation but local men seemed to have been 
enlisted into more local regiments such as the 
Herefordshire Regt. The King's Shropshire 
Light Infantry, The Monmouthshire Regt. The 
Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, The 
South Wales Borderers, The Worcestershire 
Regt and the Gloucestershire Regt.  Many of 
these regiments took part in some of the 
fiercest fighting on the war and suffered 
dreadful losses.   1/1st Herefordshire Regt. left 
Devonport in July 1915 with 998 officers and 
men en route to Gallipoli - on 12th December 
they were evacuated from Suvla Bay with less 
than 100 fit men. 
The war also saw the formation of units to 
meet special circumstances and I have 
included a few of them here.   

The Royal Naval Division. 

 
At the declaration of the war on 4 August 1914, 
there was a surplus of some 20-30,000 men of 
the reserves of the Royal Navy who would not 
find jobs on any ship of war. It was recognised 
that this was sufficient to form two Naval 
Brigades and a Brigade of Marines for 
operations on land.    They fought with great 
distinction in France in 1914, at Gallipoli in 
1915 and then from 1916 fought at the 
Somme, Arras, Cambrai, St Quentin, Albert, 

Canal-Du-Nord.   They suffered 47,900 
casualties.   

 
The Pals Battalions 

The Pals battalions of World War I were 
specially constituted units of the  Army 
comprising men who had enlisted together in 
local recruiting drives, with the promise that 
they would be able to serve alongside their 
friends, neighbours and work colleagues 
("pals"), rather than being arbitrarily allocated 
to regular Army regiments.   The problem 
came when large numbers of men from the 
same community were casualties in one battle.   
The 700 Accrington Pals at the Somme had 
235 killed and 350 wounded in twenty minutes.  
The policy of drawing recruits from amongst 
the local population ensured that, when the 
Pals battalions suffered casualties, whole 
towns, villages, neighbourhoods and 
communities back in Britain were to suffer 
disproportionate losses.  The effect on a small 
community was devastating the Newfoundland 
Regt attacked on 1st July 1916 with 778 men 
the following day only 68 were left for Roll Call.    
Many local Regiments had Pals Battalions eg. 
the 14th Gloucester and the 6th KSLI  

 
 

The Bantam Battalions 
British Army's minimum regulation height was 
160 cm. in 1914.  The first bantam battalions 
were recruited in Birkenhead, Cheshire, after 
Alfred Bigland, MP, heard of a group of miners 
who, rejected from every recruiting office, had 
made their way to the town. One of the miners, 
rejected on account of his size, offered to fight 
any man there as proof of his suitability as a 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birkenhead
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Bigland
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soldier, and six men were eventually called 
upon to remove him. Bantam applicants were 
men used to physical hard work, and Bigland 
was so incensed at what he saw as the 
needless rejection of spirited healthy men, he 
petitioned the War Office for permission to 
establish an undersized fighting unit. 
When the permission was granted, news 
spread across the country and men previously 
denied the chance to fight made their way to 
Birkenhead, 3,000 successful recruits being 
accepted for service into two new "Bantam 
battalions" in November 1914. The 
requirement for their height was between 4 ft 
10in (147 cm) and 5 ft 3in (160 cm). Chest size 
was one inch (2.5 cm) more than the army 
standard. 

 
Two whole divisions, the 35th and the 40th, 
were formed from 'Bantam' men, which were 
virtually annihilated during the Battle of 
Bourlon. Heavy casualties, transfers to 
specialized Army tunnelling companies and 
tank regiments and the introduction of 
conscription eventually led to Bantam units 
becoming indistinguishable from other British 
divisions. 

 

 
 

The Cyclist Battalions. 

 
Volunteer cyclist units had been formed as 
early as the 1880s, with the first complete 
bicycle unit (the 26th Middlesex Rifle 
Volunteers) being raised in 1888. Cyclists were 
employed on an intermittent basis during the 
South African War - whilst they were not 
deployed as organised combat formations, the 
bicycle was found to be invaluable for 
reconnaissance and communications work, 
being lighter, quieter, and logistically much 
easier to support than horses. When the 
Haldane reforms in 1908 reorganised the 
volunteers into the Territorial Force, nine 
battalions of cyclists were formed - one from 
the 26th Middlesex, five from volunteer infantry 
battalions, and three newly raised. 

The Camel Corps 
The camel companies consisted of a small 
headquarters and four sections, each of seven 
groups of four men. The establishment of a 
company was 130 men, all armed with the 
standard British bolt action rifle of the time, the 
Lee-Enfield.  However the move from patrol to 
a more combat role in August 1916 led to a re-
organisation. Each company added a 

machine-gun section of fifteen men with three 
Lewis guns; the company headquarters also 
received extra staff. All this increased company 
strength to 184 men. The four companies were 
expected to operate as independent units that 
travelled by camel but then dismounted to fight 
as infantrymen. Following the practice of 
cavalry and mounted infantry units, one man of 
each group of four held the camels when the 
team was in action, which reduced a team's 
firepower by a quarter. However it was soon 
discovered that camels were not as nervous as 
horses when faced with artillery and rifle fire, 
and one man would look after twelve to sixteen 
camels once the troopers had dismounted.  

The Tank Corps. 

 
The Tank Corps was formed from the Heavy 
Branch MGC on 27 July 1917. Tanks were 
used for the first time in action on the 
battlefield of the Somme on 15 September 
1916. 36 Mark 1 tanks of C and D Companies 
arrived on the start line for the renewal of the 
Somme offensive.   Although they brought fear 
to the Germans their effectiveness was limited 
by unreliability and poor performance in the 
mud.   On 4 July 1918 at Le Hamel and in front 
of Amiens on 8 August 1918, tanks played a 
central role in the crushing success of the 
Allied attack. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/35th_Division_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/40th_Infantry_Division_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haldane_reforms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_(military)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolt_action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee-Enfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine-gun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_gun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mounted_infantry
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The stories of the men of Llangarron who died in The Great War 
 

The stories will hopefully give the background to the relationship the individual soldiers and sailors have with the local area, their family and 
family background, where they lived and what they did.   It will also give a description of their Regiment and the battles they and their Regiment 
fought in as well as where (and if we know it) how they died I hope it will be more than a memorial but give an account of who they were, who 
their families were and how they fitted into the local community. 
When the 'boys came home' there was uncertainty about 'commemoration'.   There were essentially two groups of people - Those who had 
served at the front and those who had not.    Those who had served at the front wanted to get back to normal and wanted to forget the war and 
were not really interested in memorials (which is why the phrase so often heard was "my father/grandfather fought in the war but never talked 
about it" however the 'civilian' population felt there should be memorials to those who had fought and died in the war.   Many servicemen were 
unhappy with the role the church had played in the conflict and often War Memorials were placed away from the church. 
                                                                                                         

The men of Llangarron who died in the Great War. 
                                                  Reginald Dullam                 Queen Victoria's Rifles 
                                                  Tom Reginald Griffiths        Royal Field Artillery 
                                                  William Hollands        Royal Field Artillery 
                                                  Joseph Lane         1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
                                                  Frederick Morgan               King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
                                                 James Powell         1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
                                                 Joseph Preece         1st & 5th King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
                                                 (Thomas) John Pugh        5th King's Shropshire Light Infantry 
                                                 Cecil Charles Thompson     9th Devonshire Regiment 
                                                 Douglas Thomas Weale      Royal Field Artillery 
                                                 William Matthew Barrett      Tank Corps 
                                                 Amos James Edwards        1st South Wales Borderers. 
                                                 Harold John Mason             1st/1st Herefordshire Regiment 
                                                 Trevor Partridge                  13th Yorkshire Regiment (The Green Howards) 
                                                 Christopher T Green           The Welsh Regt.  (19th Glamorgan Pioneers)
 

Three of the young men above had all gone off together at the same time to join up.   10215 Pte Preece, 10227 Pte Lane and 10234 Pte 
Powell.     There are only 19 numbers between them, at the time this means they would almost certainly have enlisted on the same day.     

Sadly they all died in the conflict.   
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390145 Private 

Reginald William Dullam. 
1893 – 1st July 1916 

 
9th London Regiment (Queen Victoria‘s 

Rifles) 

 

 

 
 

 
Reginald William Dullam was born in the 
June quarter of 1893 in Fremington, North 
Devon a small village three miles out of 
Barnstaple.    He was the son of Joshua 
and Ellen Nora Dullam, his father being a 
Farmer in Fremington, Ellen Nora was 
also a Dullam by birth and her father was 
also a Farmer in Fremington, Devon.  
 
At the 1901 census the family (Reginald 
William Dullam living with his parents and 
two brothers in Langstone, where his 
father was a farmer).   They had moved 
from Devon to Langstone Farm, 
Llangarren, where Joshua was farming 
assisted by two domestic servants and a 
Carter.    
It also gives the family name as Dallam 
rather than Dullam but this is a 
transcription error from the census form 

rather than a change of name. 
 
 At the 1911 census Reginald William 
Dullam aged 17 was still living at home 
and his occupation was described as 
Draper‘s apprentice. 
He had two brothers 
Herbert John Dullam born 1890 
Joshua Frank Dullam born 1901  

 
 

 
The Great War 

In May 1914 1731 Private Dullam enlisted 
at Westminster into the 9th County of 
London Battalion (Queen Victoria's Rifles). 
 
The QVRs arrived in Le Havre on 
November 5 1914, one of the first 
Territorial battalions to serve in France.  
Private Dullam joined his unit on April 19th 
1915.   
Ypres.     On April 17-22nd 1915, an 
attack was mounted.   The Bn. paraded at 
7.15am and proceeded to dug outs, they 
were then ordered to occupy the trenches 
on Hill 60.  At dawn on 21 April the 
Germans began bombarding the QVRs 
with hand grenades. Casualties were 
continually falling and the officers, Major 
Lees and Lieutenant Summerhays were 
killed. It was here that Lieutenant Geoffrey 
Harold Woolley left a position of safety to 
take command of the troops on the Hill. 
Only 40 QVRs were left in the front line, 
but rallying the troops with encouragement 
and letting the men know that 
reinforcements were on the way, Woolley 
helped repulse the Counter attack by 
throwing bombs at the advancing 
Germans. For his gallantry Lieutenant 
Woolley was awarded the Victoria Cross, 
the first to be won by the Territorial Force. 
The QVR‘s remained in France for the rest 
of the war. Their losses are remembered 
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at Hill 60 by the QVR memorial and at the 
nearby QVR cafe and museum. 
 The Bn were relieved on the 22nd.   
Casualties were  17 Officers and men 
killed,  115 wounded and 1 Officer 
missing.     The next day the Bn marched 
to Elverdinghe, east of the Yser Canal. 
23-25th April operations undertaken east 
of the canal.   Casualties  21 men killed,  
78 wounded,   
5 missing,  6 died of wounds. 
29th April  Bn paraded as 2 companies 
under orders of K.O.Y.L.I.    3 men killed 
and 7 wounded. 
May  1-21st  In bivouacs and alternating 
with support trenches.   Rest and 
reorganisation, receiving reinforcements, 
training, drill, musketry practice.   On 
morning of the 7th 2 men were killed and 
14 wounded between trenches 39 and 40. 
22-25th May moved to trenches at 
Chateau Blanc digging and fatigue parties 
on 24th 1 Officer and 23 ORs wounded. 
 
26th May -  21st July at Vormezeele in 
trenches work included improvements to 
parapets and communication trenches, 
nightly carrying parties for the Royal 
Engineers.   The Bn were occupying 
trenches and dug outs in the wood.   Work 
was constructing Machine Gun 
emplacements construction of drainage, 
fire and comms trenches.  Activity was 
quiet except for some heavy shelling.    

Casualties for the period.   8 Killed and     
81 wounded. 
August 1915 Amiens area.   The month 
was taken  up with inspections, training, 
church services, courses, swimming 
instruction, honour guards until the 18th 
when it was back in  the trenches at  
Carnoy, improving trenches, digging 
listening posts, parapet building.  2 Coys 
at Bray and took over trenches  from 
Devons.   Casualties light. 
September 1915 another month of 
training, trench maintenance and fatigues.  
October the same until the 15th when the 
enemy exploded a mine.   On 25th a mine 
exploded by the enemy and a mining 
fatigue party were overcome by mine gas 
3 killed and 3 suffering from gas and 
shock.  29th heavy vibrations in trenche 
from mine exploded by the enemy. 
November 1915 in billets and  trenches at 
Carnoy and Bray mining and carrying 
fatigues and trench cleaning and repairing. 
On 24th an enemy patrol of 3 men were 
encountered 2 were killed and 1 wounded 
(since died) bodies brought in and 
wounded man interrogated, very little 
information obtained but their regiment 
had just transferred from Russia, 
equipment new, boots good and clean, 
clothing indifferent.  Light casualties. 
December 1915.   In billets at Bray and 
dug outs at Carnoy on 19th a bombing 
party attacked the enemy trenches but 
were unsuccessful casualties 2 killed and 

4 wounded.   On 24th (Christmas Eve) 
artillery on both sides was more active 
than usual. 
1916. January at Bray and Carnoy until 
11th when marched to billets at Sailly 
Laurette.   The Bn. then spent a long 
period of training, grenade, bayonetting, 
musketry.   Practicing company and 
battalion attacks until 21st when arrived in 
billets at St Amand/Sailly on 26th the 
billets were shelled with 3 killed an 22 
wounded.  28th went into dug outs at 
Hebuterne until 2nd June when relieved by 
2nd Londons.   Casualties for the period 
were 11 killed  35 wounded. 
6-30th June 1916 trenches, practice and 
'in reserve'.    

1st July 1916  
The First Day of the Battle of the 

Somme 
Operations at Gommecourt. 

1st July 1916  at (St Amand).  Hebuterne.    
Battalion left billets at St Amand at 8.00-
9.30pm on 30th June and took up 
positions in assembly trenches.   Attack 
carried out as per instructions.    
6.25am Intense bombardment of enemy's 
line began 
7.20am smoke began (five minutes too 
soon) from the Z Hedge and  
7.25am smoke was issued all along the 
line and the first two Companies  moved 
forward. 
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7.30am   the assault commenced the 
artillery lifting off the enemies first line of 
trenches.    The assault carried out in a 
series of waves by companies. 
as soon as the assault the German 
barrage was opened on to our trenches, 
although not severe at first it increased in 
intensity later. 
By 9.48am the assaulting companies had 
reached their objectives and occupied 
Feud, Fellow and Fell after heavy fighting.    
They did not however get in touch with the 
battalion on the right.   At the same time 
the 3rd company was consolidating the 
German 2nd  line.    The Germans were 
pressing hard  at this time and the 
shortage of bombs was beginning to be 
felt.    At 10.30 Bombing and reserve 
companies were ordered to join the 
German line as soon as they left the  
trenches they came under heavy machine 
gun fire and immediately had 50% 
casualties and could not cross no-man's-
land.   At 12.30 the German counter attack 
increased in force and companies were 
driven back to the German 2nd and then  
1st line.   At 4.30 instructions to collect 
stragglers and hold but by 7.00 were 
driven out and  those who crossed no-
man's-land got back to our trenches.   
Stayed in trenches until following 
afternoon when withdrew to Bayencourt. 
 
 
 

Casualties: 
16 Officers 
529 Other Ranks. 
(56 Killed; 295 wounded; 193 missing). 
  

Reginald William Dullam was killed in 
action during this battle. 

 
 

 
He was awarded 

1914/15 Star British War Medal Victory Medal 

 
 
 

These three medals became known by the 
troops as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred from 
the Daily Mirror cartoon characters.  

 
 
Reginald William Dullam is 
commemorated on the memorial at 
Thiepval. 

 
 
Thiepval Memorial – The memorial to the 
72,000 Officers and Men of the United 
Kingdom and South Africa who died in the 
Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and 
have no known grave, 90% of these died 
between July and November 1916. 

      
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1600&bih=900&tbm=isch&tbnid=HPs3KWa9IR1tcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.amandajo.com.au/sales/Charms/Vintage/4607/Pip_Squeak_and_Wilfred_Charm_VINTAGE/&docid=_fyguc5nZE72bM&imgurl=http://www.amandajo.com.au/media/products/48fc858e-fdcb-40fb-a950-1133f428b494csvtgani01z.jpg&w=425&h=266&ei=J2QHUp-yB-3L0AWoloGICQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=178&tbnw=284&start=29&ndsp=34&ved=1t:429,r:49,s:0&tx=134&ty=108
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214137 Gunner 

Tom Reginald Griffiths 
1882 – 12th May 1917 

 
Royal field Artillery 

 

 
214137 Gunner Tom Griffiths 

 
On the memorial in Llangarron Church 
it gives his name as Thomas Griffiths 
but in all the documentation - census, 
medal record card, marriage notice etc. 
he is referred to as Tom.   On some 
‗Official‘ documents he is Thomas – 
Commonwealth War Graves casualty 
list, Death Certificate. 
 
Tom Reginald Griffiths was born in the 
March quarter of 1882 in Llangstone 
Mill, Llangarren.   His parents were 
Thomas Griffiths (a Miller and Farmer 
of 34 acres employing 2 men) and 
Elizabeth Griffiths.    At 1891 census 
Tom was living at home with his 
parents but their address was then 
Llangstone Cottage, Llangarren and 
Tom‘s father was described as a Miller.    
By the 1901 census Tom and his father 
were described as ‗Millers in a flour 
mill‘.     
Tom‘s father Thomas died in the March 
quarter 1902 and at the 1911 census 
Tom and his brother Henry Lewis 
Griffiths were both ‗Farmers and 
Bakers‘.     
Tom had two sisters and one brother. 
Mary E Griffiths born 1872 
Henry Lewis Griffiths born 1875 
Helena Gertrude Griffiths born 1876 

 
Tom's sister 'Gerty' at Park Mill, 

Llangarren. 
Tom Reginald Griffiths Married Ellen 
Marion Rudge in September quarter 
1914.    Ellen Rudge was born in 
Devonport, Devon and she was the 
daughter of George Rudge the 
Postmaster in Llangarron Post Office.    
Tom and Ellen had two children: 
 Ivy K Griffiths born Mar quarter 1915  
Hazel L Griffiths born in Dec. Quarter 
1916. 

javascript:;
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Tom enlisted into the Royal Field 
Artillery at St Leonards, Sussex.    His 
service record no longer exists most of 
them were destroyed in the bombing 
during WW2, so we have no way of 
discovering when he enlisted but he 
does have a fairly high 'army number' 
so he probably went in at conscription 
for married men (started May 1916).   
He did not serve overseas and he died 
on 12th May 1917.  At the time of his 
death he was 214137 Gunner Griffiths 
8th Reserve Battery, Royal Field 
Artillery (Formerly Baker Master).    8th 
Reserve Battery Royal Field Artillery 
was part of 2A Reserve Brigade RFA 
along with 7th and 9th Reserve 
Batteries.   
A 'reserve brigade' was a training and 
replacement unit that remained in the 
UK throughout the war. While it had a 
small permanent staff of officers, non-
commissioned officers, tradesmen, 
batmen and the like, most of its 
members were recruits in training, men 
who had recovered from wounds, or 
men who were surplus to the needs of 
other units. 
Tom has no 'medal record' at the 
National Archives which means he did 
not serve overseas  in a 'front line' role 

but spent his time in the reserve 
battery.   
 
He died of Epidemic Cerebro Spinal 
Meningitis in the Isolation hospital at 
Fulwood, Broughton, Preston  (This 
was also called the Fulwood infectious 
diseases hospital Preston) on12th May 
1917 aged 35. .    Tom is buried in the 
North- West corner of Llangarren (St 
Deinst) Churchyard.      
In the pre-antibiotic years before 1942, 
infection by the meningococcus 
promised gruesome death for 70-80% 
of afflicted people. 
 
His widow Ellen Marion Griffiths was 
living at The Old Grove, Llangrove, 
Llangarron at the time of his death.   
 
UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919  
 

Name: Tom Reginald Griffiths 
Birth Place: Llangarron, Hereford 
Death Date: 12 May 1917 
Death Place: Home 
Enlistment 

Place: 
St. Leonards, Sussex 

Rank: Gunner 

Regiment: 
Royal Horse Artillery and 
Royal Field Artillery 

Regimental 
Number: 

214137 

Type of 
Casualty: 

Died 

Theatre of War: Home 
 

                                          
 

 
 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
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77960 Driver 

William Hollands 
1894 - 18/03/1915  

 
Royal Field Artillery 

 
William Francis Hollands was the 
second son of John Charles Hollands 

and Mary Ann Buxton.   John Charles 
and Mary Ann were married in March 
quarter 1892 in Newent (District). 
 
William Hollands was born William 
Francis Hollands in Pauntley (Newent), 
Gloucestershire in the June quarter 
1894.   He seems to have dropped the 
Francis as it does not appear on any 
other documentation later.     He was 
the son of John Charles Hollands, who 
had been born in Newent in 1865 and 
Mary Ann Buxton who had been born 
in Dymock about 1864 
 
At the 1901 census William aged 6 
was living at home in Arbour Hill, Ross 
(Near the Prince of Wales Hotel) with 
his mother and stepfather John and 
Mary Gladwin and his brothers 
Horace Osborne Hollands  
Harold Rowland Hollands  
Frederick Leonard Hollands  
William‘s stepfather John is a 
‗Waggoner on a farm‘ or ‗Ag Horse‘ as 
the census enumerator has overwritten 
it. 
At the 1911 census William had left 
home and was working as a ‗farm 
servant‘ on a farm at The Pant, Cross 
Ash, near Monmouth.     His family 
were all living at Trereece Mill, 

Llangarron.    His stepfather was a 
‗shepherd on a farm‘,  his brother 
Horace aged 17 was a ‗waggoner on a 
farm‘ and his brother Harold was a 
horse boy for a baker, his other brother 
Frederick was at school.    It is 
reasonable to suppose that Harold the 
‗horse boy for the baker‘, who lived at 
Trereece Mill would have worked for 
the brothers Tom and Henry Griffiths 
who were the Bakers and Farmers of 
Trereece Mill. see previous entry for 
Tom Griffiths. 
William Hollands joined the The Royal 
Horse Artillery and The Royal Field 
Artillery and his unit was the 15th 
Ammunition Column (RFA).    The 
Ammunition Column of the 15th 
(Scottish) Division 
The history of 15th (Scottish) Division 
 

This Division was established 
by the Scottish Command in 
September 1914, as part of 
the Army Orders authorising 

Kitchener's Second New Army, K2. Early 
days were somewhat chaotic, the new 
volunteers having very few trained officers 
and NCOs to command them, no 
organised billets or equipment. The 
Division was inspected by HM King 
George V on 26 September 1914 - the first 
occasion on which the Division paraded as 
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a formed unit, and with the exception of 
the Staff, plain clothes were worn. By 22 
January 1915 the Division was in uniform 
for an inspection by Kitchener. By the 
early summer of 1915, the Division was 
considered to be ready for France and 
embarkation orders were received on 3 
July 1915. 
Almost all the vehicles of a Div Amm 
Column were specialist limbered 
ammunition wagons, each pulled by a 
team of six horses, with three drivers 
riding the left-hand horses. GS (General 
Service) wagons were normally used for 
stores and tools, and were pulled by two 
horses, with one driver sitting on the 
wagon itself. 

 
Driver Hollands died before his unit went 
to France so had no medal entitlement.   

 
He died on 18th March 1915 and is buried 
at Aldershot Military Cemetery.   
 

UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919  

 
Name: William Hollands 

Birth Place: Dymock, Glos. 
Death Date: 18 Mar 1915 
Death Place: Home 
Enlistment 

Place: 
Hereford 

Rank: DVR. 

Regiment: 
Royal Horse Artillery and 
Royal Field Artillery 

Regimental 
Number: 

77960 

Type of 
Casualty: 

Died 

Theatre of War: Home 
 

William‘s brother Horace served in the 1st 
King‘s Shropshire Light Infantry and went 
to France on 11th September 1914.   The 
1st Battalion KSLI landed at St. Nazaire on 
10th September 1914 and went on to fight 
at 1st Ypres and they served entirely on 
the Western Front. 
He was awarded the 1914 (Mons) Star, 
the British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal. 
His brother Harold also served in the 
RAMC Royal Army Medical Corps and 
went to France on 21st August 1914.     His 
unit was the 20th Field Ambulance. 
He was awarded the 1914 (Mons) Star, 
the British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
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10227 Private 

Joseph Lane 
1895 – 9/08/1915 

 
1st Bn. Kings Shropshire Light Infantry 
 
Joseph Lane was born in All Saints, 
Hereford  in 1895.    He was the son of 
Joseph Lane born 1851 in Ross 
(Goodrich) and Emma Davies born 
1857 in Hereford.    They had been 
married in December quarter 1888 in 
Hereford.     Including Joseph they had 
five children: 
James Lane born 1892 
Emily Lane born    1894 
Joseph Lane born 1895 
Annie Lane born    1899 
Arthur Lane born   1904 

 

Joseph‘s father was born in Goodrich 
(Whitchurch) and moved by 1871 to 
Joyford in the Forest of Dean where he 
was a coal miner.   In 1876 he married 
Elizabeth Margaret Wilson from ‗Denbighs‘ 
(Monmouth District).   By 1881 census he 
was a coal miner living with Elizabeth as 
lodgers in Featherstone, (Pontefract) 
Yorkshire.    Elizabeth died in Pontefract in 
December quarter 1882 and by 1888 he 
had returned to Hereford and married 
Emma Davies.   By the 1901 census 
Joseph was in Hereford where he was a 
labourer living in Blueschool St,  with 
Emma and his family.    
By the 1911 census Joseph‘s mother was 
a widow (Joseph‘s father having died in 
1910) it also shows Joseph, a farm 
labourer living in Llangarren (unfortunately 
there is no address but I do know that next 
door was called ‗Pindaisy‘ and was the 
home of James and Celia George – a 
waggoner), 1 & 2 Pendaisy as they are 
now known are two ‗back to back‘ semi-
detached cottages opposite Panbrook and 
Tre-evan. 

The Great War 
When the war started on 4th August 1914 
Joseph was with 1st King's Shropshire 
Light Infantry (KSLI) at Tipperary. 
Extracts from the war diaries (in some 
cases I have made minor changes for 
clarity). 
They were mobilised and on 10th 

September 1914 landed at St Nazaire.    

After a series of marches they crossed the 
river Aisne at Courcelles and took over 
trenches from the Wiltshire Regiment at 
Vailly on 22nd Sept.  shell fire and sniping 
all night.    
23/24 incessant shellfire 1 man killed 3 
wounded.  24-30th Sept.  intermittent 
shelling with some heavy burst two men 
accidentally shot and four other casualties.   
October 1914  Moved from East of Vailly 
to West of Vailly into trenches of 
Lincolnshire Regiment until 13th.  German 
artillery very accurate due to well place 
observation station.  Mixture of quiet and 
shelling, with relatively few casualties.     
14th Marched to Fismes and entrained via 
Amiens, Boulogne and Calais into billets in 
Cassel.  Various billets and marches until 
20th and into trenches at Bois Grenier (Le 
Quesne).    21st Sept. enemy trenches 
about 300 yards away heavy shelling and 
rifle fire from 1pm until dusk. 
Casualties 11 killed 23 wounded. 
22nd  Heavy shellfire from enemy  
howitzers and field guns all day. 
Casualties 12 killed 24 wounded. 
23rd.  A terrific attack launched against the 
front occupied by the Bn.   The Germans 
attacked in the darkness with great 
courage, the line however was still intact 
when the attack failed (over 200 dead 
were found in front of the trenches) the 
wounded must have far exceeded this 
number as the Germans were nonplussed 
by our wire entanglements.   
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Casualties 34 killed 38 wounded. 
24th October. The day opened quietly but 
some movement of aeroplanes and some 
heavy gunfire.  A fierce attack developed 
on our two flanks of the line, we were 
reinforced by a platoon of the Div. Cyclist 
Company and a platoon from the Buffs.   
Our reserve was moved to support the 
counter attack 
Casualties 5 killed 10 wounded.   St 4.am 
on 25th a terrific fire on our HQ which was 
shelled out three times the enemy broke 
through the Leicesters on our left and the 
attack is general all along the line.  The Bn 
told to hold at all costs until nightfall, it 
then withdrew to billets at Bois Grenier. 
Casualties 16 killed 25 wounded. 
In billets until 
1st November.  Then in trenches at Rue 
Au Bois  until 14th.   Quiet periods the 
some heavy shelling, snipers were 
troublesome.   51 Casualties for the 
period. 
In billets until 23rd.  November saw a lot of 
reinforcements arrive. 
23rd Nov - 9th December at La 
Flamingerie Ferme relatively few 
casualties but very wet and much effort 
draining and  repairing trenches. 
10-17th Dec. in Divisional Reserve then 
back into trenches and billets until 3rd 
January 1915. a constant succession of 2 
or 3 casualties on most days. 

1915  January.  In billets and in trenches 

at Armentieres alternating front line duties 

with the Buffs and 2nd York & Lancaster 
Regt.  Major work on trench and 
breastwork maintenance. 
February 1-6th In Billets at Armentieres 
shelled on  6th by incendiary shells 5 men 
injured with burns.  7th -14th back in the 
trenches, a lot of sniping, some shelling, 
one brisk firefight, heavy rain.  
13 casualties for this period.   15-19th in 
billets.  20-27th Trenches misty and very 
cold.   15 casualties for period. 
March 1915  Trenches and billets at 
Armentieres,  fairly quiet but some heavy 
shelling of neighbouring trenches, early 
part of month saw little daytime enemy 
activity but more shelling and rifle fire at 
night.  Very wet and cold.  15 casualties 1 
man with frostbite.   Reinforcements arrive 
from Rouen. 
April.   Billets and  trenches at Armentieres 
heavy rain made the trenches very bad.   
Generally a fairly quiet time 3 casualties. 
May.  S.E of Armentieres.   Billets and 
trenches.   Early part of the month little 
sniping but all trenches are shelled.   
Difficulty in getting fresh water to the 
trenches.   Two patrols were sent out and 
reported that the enemy were still present, 
five men were wounded by our own 
Howitzers shells.   Middle of the month 
Armentieres was shelled.   Remainder of 
month enemy artillery very active, several 
patrols sent out and suffered several 
casualties. 
13 casualties for the month. 

June 1915.    1st June marched to Bailleul 
(West of Poperinghe) and on 3rd into 
bivouacs at Vlamertinghe.  6th-9th N. of 
Ypres in billets until 16th.     17th June in 
trenches at Potijde heavy shelling for rest 
of the month with occasional quieter days, 
heavy rain, hostile aeroplanes overhead. 
 
113 casualties, killed and wounded, for 
month of June. 
July. 1-3rd at Potijde quiet time, Hostile 
aeroplanes pay particular attention to our 
fire trenches on 3rd.   4-6th Poperinghe in 
billets. 
7th July the GOC Field Marshal Lord 
Kitchener accompanied by the Prime 
Minister and General Plumer the Army 
Commander inspected the Battalion in the 
Square at Poperinghe.   Lord Kitchener 
expressed "his appreciation of the 
smartness of the turnout and the efficiency 
and fitness of the battalion after nine 
months  of hard campaigning".  10th. 23 
machine guns arrive for the Bn. 
11th-27th in trenches at La Brique.   Very 
wet and trenches muddy.  Sniping and 
heavy shelling including gas shells with 
occasional quiet periods.     28-30th 
Billets.   31st Near Chateau of 
Vlamertinghe.  28 casualties for month. 
August 1915. 
1-5th In billets at Poperinghe 
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. Hooge crater 

 
6th Relieve Somerset Light Infantry at 
Hooge, completed at 2.am.  Trenches in a 
very bad state due to heavy rain and 
shelling we had 15 wounded. 
7th  Our lines heavily bombarded between 
2 and 3am 7 casualties.   Attack is 
postponed 24 hours.  

 
8th August. The enemy retaliates to our 
bombardment by shelling Zouave Wood.  
A shell fell into 'A' Coys trench killing one 
officer and one OR and wounding three 
officers and three ORs.  
9th August.   The attack was most 
successful. 
"At 3am A & B Coys got into position in 
front of their trench.   At 3.10 the bombers 
started bombing the enemy in Bond St.   
They were held up but on being re-
organised by Lt Woodland succeeded in 
driving the  enemy back. 
At 3.15am  A & B Coys assaulted the right 
pushing forward very rapidly, they were 
the first to get to the crater.   Connection 
with the Y & L (Yorks and Lancs) was 

easily maintained but that with the D.L.I 
(Durham Light Infantry) was difficult owing 
to the very severe shelling at the junction 
of the two battns. After visiting the new 
trenches I sent forward another half Coy. 
when the whole line was consolidated in 
spite of very heavy shellfire.   During the 
night of 9/10th the Bn was relieved". 
Casualties for the 9th August: 
Officers - 3 killed 9 wounded 3 missing. 
Other Ranks -  35 killed 156 wounded 21 
missing.  A total of 227 casualties. 
 
10227 Private Joseph Lane was one of 
those killed in action on 9th August 1915.   
He is commemorated at leper – Ypres 
Menin Gate Memorial.     This memorial 
commemorates the more than 54,000 
officers and men whose graves are not 
known.     

 
 
 

 
 

 
Joseph was given the 1914 Star (The 
Mons Star), the British War Medal and 
the Victory Medal. 

 
 
Joseph‘s brother James also enlisted but 
into the Herefordshire Regiment.    He 
arrived in Gallipoli (Dardanelles)on 9th 
August 1915 (the day his brother was 
killed) when.   He was promoted to 
Corporal and was awarded the 1914/15 
Star, The British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal.  He survived the war. 

 



28 
 

 
    
           
                   
 

 
 

UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919 
Name: Joseph Lane 

Birth Place: All Saints, Hereford 
Residence: Llangarron, Nr Ross 
Death Date: 9 Aug 1915 
Death Place: France and Flanders 

Enlistment Place: Hereford 
Rank: Private 

Regiment: Shropshire Light Infantry 
Battalion: 1st Battalion 

Regimental 
Number: 

10227 

Type of Casualty: Killed in action 

Theatre of War: 
Western European 
Theatre 

 

The conditions in the trenches were 
appalling at times, the letter below from a 
man who was in the trenches at the same 
time as Joseph Lane illustrates it very well. 

 
Colour-sergeant F. J. Foxhall, 1st Shropshire 
Light Infantry  writes home "from the front," 
under date of January 2nd 1915, the following 
being extracts from the letter: —  
The chief factor we have had to contend with is 
the weather. We have had more mud than we 
can possibly put up with, for as fast as we get 
the trenches something like habitable. so the 
rain washes the mud in again. We are getting 
plenty of clothing, and good stuff at that. but it 
is no use trying to keep dry, although it might 
be managed if we changed every five minutes. 
At the present time I am wearing a pair of gum 
boots, overcoat, and mack, but the mud hangs 
on to the bottom of the coat and mack, making 
them feel like a ton weight, to say nothing of 
our feet sticking in the mud, which makes 
getting about one continual hard struggle. If 
you try and imagine what it is like carrying a 
50lb. box of biscuits along a trench a mile long, 
with mud up to the knees. you might get some 
idea of what the ration parties go through 
every night, or, rather, I should say this is what 
they should do, but some of them prefer to 
walk on the top of the trenches and chance the 
stray bullets. These parties have a hard job to 
reach the five trenches, but they are made of 
the right stuff, and manage it somehow.  
 

 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
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54605 Private 

Frederick Morgan

 
78th Coy. 

Machine Gun Corps 
 
Frederick Thomas Morgan was born at 
‗Treaddow‘ in the civil parish of 
Hentland in the September quarter of 
1883.    He was the son of Henry 
Morgan, a farm labourer and Mary 
Morgan a charwoman.    Henry Morgan 
had been born in about 1837 in Sellack 
and Mary Ann Jones had been born in 
Peterchurch they were married on 31st 
December 1862 in Peterchurch.       
 
At the 1871 census Henry and Mary 
Morgan were living at Dean Hill, Ross 
and had two children Emma aged 5 
and Margaret aged 1 and Henry was 
working as an agricultural labourer. 

At the 1881 census Henry and Mary 
had moved back to Treaddow and 
were living with their daughter 
Margaret now aged 11 and three more 
children George aged 8, Catherine 
aged 3 and Ellen aged 1.   Their eldest 
daughter Emma now 16 had moved 
and was working as a general servant 
at the Kerne Inn, Walford.     
Frederick was born in 1883 and 
Frederick‘s sister Emma married 
Joshua Robbins in 1889 at 1891 
census Frederick was aged 7 and the 
family had moved to Lower Tre-evan, 
Llangarren, where Frederick‘s father 
was an agricultural labourer and his 
mother was a charwoman, his brother 
George was working as a general 
servant in the Vicarage at Llanishen, 
Monmouthshire, Margaret was a 
general domestic servant working in 
Shoreditch in London and Ellen was 
still at home.  1901 and the family were 
living at Herberts Hill, Llangarren  
 
Henry was a farm labourer, Mary was 
with him, George had returned home 
and was working as a gardener and 
Frederick was also a farm labourer.     
Frederick‘s mother Mary Morgan died 
in June quarter 1902 and by the 1911 
census Frederick was living with his 

older sister Ellen Maria Morgan at 
Solomons, Llangarren.   (there is a 
cottage attached to Biddlestone Farm 
called Solomons) He was a ‗Cowman‘ 
on a farm and Ellen Maria was a 
housekeeper.  
 
Frederick had 5 brothers and sisters 
Emma Elizabeth Morgan born 1865  
Margaret Ann Morgan born 1869 
George Ernest Morgan born 1873 
Catherine Louisa Morgan born 1878 
Ellen Maria Morgan born 1880. 

 
The Great War. 

There is a deal of confusion around 
Frederick Thomas Morgan and his unit.    
On the role of honour it states F. 
Morgan KSLI (King's Shropshire Light 
Infantry) but this listed all those who 
served and there is no one in KSLI 
who fits the bill.    On the War 
Memorial Plaque it gives Frederick 
Morgan but no unit.  This board listed 
all those who died in the Great War 
and gave no unit for anyone.      
It is very likely that Frederick Morgan 
joined the KSLI (the local Regiment) 
and transferred.    
 
 



30 
 

He appears in the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (CWGC) as being 
in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).   
The Machine Gun Corps was not set 
up until October 1915 and they drew 
recruits from existing units like KSLI. 
Following training on 26th July 1916  
he was posted to Salonika with the 
78th Machine Gun Company (26th 
Division).    The Infantry Branch was by 
far the largest and was formed by the 
transfer of battalion machine gun 
sections to the MGC. These sections 
were grouped into Brigade Machine 
Gun Companies, three per division. 
New companies were raised at 
Grantham. In 1917, a fourth company 
was added to each division. In 
February and March 1918, the four 
companies in each division were 
formed into a Machine Gun Battalion. 

 
Vickers machine gun  team 

 

The Macedonian Campaign 1915-18 
was one of the most controversial 
campaigns of WW1. The allied troops 
famously described by Clemenceau as 
the ―Gardeners of Salonika‖. In the 
view of the ‗Westerners‘ it was a waste 
of men and material which could have 
been used more effectively on the 
western front. For others it was an 
opportunity to attack the soft 
underbelly of the central powers and 
end the trench bound stalemate in 
France.   The first action they were 
involved in was the Battle of 
Horseshoe Hill 10-18th August 1916 
 
Battle of Doiran (1916) In the 
beginning of August 1916 three French 
and one British divisions with 45,000 
men and 400 guns launched an 
offensive against the Bulgarian 
positions at Lake Dojran, defended by 
the Second Thracian Infantry Division. 
In that mountainous country 
preparations for the attack took some 
time to complete; artillery had to be 
hauled into position and tracks made 
for ammunition and supplies. 
A  patrol carried out a daring 
reconnaissance of "Horseshoe Hill," on 
the night of August 16/17th and found 
that the hill was not held in strength, 

and that the enemy‘s defences were 
weak and much damaged by gun fire.  
11th Worcesters and 7th Ox & Bucks 
seized and entrenched the hill. 
Battles of Doiran 1917  
On 9 and 10 February the Allies 
attacked the 33rd Svishtov and 34th 
Troyan Regiments but were repulsed 
by a decisive counter-attack by the 
Troyan Regiment. The British advance 
on 21 February was repulsed by 
Bulgarian artillery after a two day 
battle.  . To make the breakthrough, 
the British concentrated three divisions 
(the 22nd, 26th, 60th), with its artillery - 
more than 43,000 men, 160 guns, 110 
mortars and 440 machine-guns.    The 
British infantry began its attack on the 
night of 24–25 April - 12 companies 
attacked the Bulgarian 2nd Brigade 
and after a bloody fight took three 
positions.    After a Bulgarian counter-
attack the British were repulsed with 
heavy casualties and by 8 pm had 
retreated. The British assaults on the 
right and central fronts were also 
repulsed with heavy casualties after 
help from the Bulgarian artillery.   Due 
to criticism by their high command, the 
British made new attempts at a 
breakthrough. On 8 May, after a long 
artillery barrage, they began another 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Division_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company_(military_unit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/22nd_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/26th_Division_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/60th_(2/2nd_London)_Division
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attack. The main assault started at 9 
pm with five waves of British troops 
attacking the Bulgarian positions,  . 
"Come on, Johnny," they kept calling 
through the din to our soldiers 
struggling up the rocky slopes to reach 
the gaps in their wire".   After four 
attacks during the night of 8–9 May the 
British were defeated and suffered 
enormous casualties. 
One satisfactory feature of the fighting 
was the chivalrous way in which the 
Bulgarians allowed our stretcher 
parties to go out in broad daylight 
between the lines and pick up 
wounded who were left lying there after 
the night attack. 
 
Third Battle of Doiran 1918  was 
fought from 18–19 September, with the 
Greeks and the British assaulting the 
positions of the Bulgarian First Army 
near Doiran Lake.  On September 18, 
the British XII Corps attacked . The 
Bulgarian first line of trenches was 
overrun and the Serres Division 
penetrated to the second line.  The 
Bulgarians responded with heavy 
artillery fire and counter-attacks that 
recaptured the ground lost.  Meanwhile 

the Greeks recklessly attacked across 
the plain, and penetrated the Bulgarian 

lines but were thrown back with heavy 
artillery, rifle, and machine-gun fire.  
The attack failed due to the lack of 
artillery support, problems with inter-
unit communication and the reckless 
first attack by the Greeks. 
 
the Vardar river and pursuit to the 
Strumica We were shelled as we bore 
ammunition to the trenches, when we 
filled our waterbottles at the great 
stone Bulgar fountains, or when we 
made sand-bag emplacements for 
Lewis guns.  I saw the terrible 
bombardment under which our fellows 
attacked the Bulgar trenches outside 
Gevgeli. A land torpedo was placed 
under their wire and our men took the 
trenches with bomb and bayonet. But 
our losses were terrible. The next day 
we were walking about on top of the 
parapets under which we had so 
recently cowered. The Bulgars had at 
last broken under the strain. We 
chased them up through the Rupell 
Pass and into Serbia. The line of their 
retreat was strewn with shreds of 
clothing, dead horses, wrecked 
machine-guns, ammunition, rifles 
broken across the small of the butt and 
bayonets with the locking ring torn off. 

The conduct of our fellows was 
exemplary but not so some of our 
allies. We soon came upon grim 
evidence of this, in the shape of 
blackened Bulgar corpses at an 
abandoned hospital. All of them were 
sitting up in their beds and rotting. 
Someone had got there before we did. 
We had to burn the whole hospital, 
including a German medical marquee 
with cases of beautiful surgical 
instruments. 
So back we came to Macedonia,  
where we bivvied among the mule 
lines in the mud. Here, on a certain 
November night , the Greeks on our 
left sent up rockets and flares and a 
bugle quavered a call we had never 
heard before. Our sergeant, coming 
back from the canteen and his 
potations said " Don't you know the 
Cease Fire when you 'ear it!" 
The Armistice for the Salonika 
Campaign was on 30th September 
1918. 
The 26th Division had suffered 
casualties of 8,022 killed, wounded 
and missing during the war but vastly 
larger numbers sick with malaria, 
dysentery and other diseases rife in 
the Salonika theatre.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Army_(Bulgaria)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dojran_Lake
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Frederick Thomas Morgan died on 
13th December 1918  He is buried at 
Dedeagatch British Cemetery.  The 
cemetery is in the town of 
Alexandroupolis (formerly Dedeagatch) 
and is on the north eastern shore of 
the Aegean sea, close to the border 
with Turkey.   No 31 Casualty Clearing 
Station was posted in the town until the 
end of 1918.  
He is also commemorated on the War 
Memorial Plaque in Llangarron Church. 
 

 
He was awarded 

 
The British War Medal  The Victory Medal 

 
Frederick Morgan's headstone 

 
 

 
Dedeagatch cemetery 

Alexandroupolis, Greece 
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10234 Private  

James Powell 
1890 – 23rd October 1914 

 
1st Bn. King‘s Shropshire Light Infantry 

 

James Jarmyan Powell 
James Jarmyan Powell was born in the 
December quarter 1890 in Skenfrith, 
Monmouthshire.   His father, another 
James Powell had been married 
previously and had lived with his first 
wife Harriett at ‗Plumbpudding,‘ St 
Weonards, his wife Harriett died in  
1883 (aged 50).    
He then married Elizabeth Beavan, 
James‘s mother (who had also been 
married previously), in 1887.      
At the 1891 Census James was living 
at Turpins cottage, Turpins Tump, St 

Weonards with his father James an 
Agricultural Labourer, his mother 
Elizabeth (aged 35), his half brother 
Reginald, his half sister Alice and his 
sister Minnie.     
In the 1900 James‘ father died and at 
the 1901 census James was living  at 
Treverannon, Herrings Court, St 
Weonards with his widowed mother 
Elizabeth, his half brother Reginald 
(who had reverted to the name 
Reginald Bevan from his mother‘s first 
husband), James‘ two sisters Minnie 
and Florence and his brother Frank.    
At the 1911 census he was a Boarder 
at Langstone Cottage, Langstone and 
working as a Domestic Gardener. 
James Powell‘s mother Elizabeth died 
in 1901 when he was aged 10. 
 
James joined the 1st Bn. King‘s 
Shropshire Light Infantry and was sent 
to France on 11th September 1914 and 
he died 6 weeks later.   
The 1st Battalion KSLI were a regular 
army battalion  so he probably joined 
up just before or at the outbreak of the 
Great War and at the same time as 
Joseph Lane (his number was 10227 
only 7 away from James').  At the 
outbreak of the war 4th August 1914 
they were in Tipperary.   By the 14th 

August they had been mobilized, 
inoculated against Typhoid and were 
entrained for Queenstown.   They then 
embarked on the SS.Heroic and via 
Holyhead moved to Cambridge.   They 
then moved to Grantchester, Royston 
and Southampton and then on to 
SS.Braemar Castle for St Nazaire and 
Le Grand Marais camp on 10th Sept.    
11- 22nd Sept.  Marched/trains to 
billets at Crecy  and  then a series of 
movements via Chateau Thierry, 
Rocourt, Buzancy, Courcelles and then 
Vailly. 
22nd Sept,  Took over trenches from 
Wiltshires, start to improve the locality, 
ordered to stop work at nightfall owing 
to shellfire and sniping which continued 
all night.  
23rd Shellfire incessant all day, we 
were placed in reserve and collected 
19 dead Germans.   Our 7 wounded 
sent to hospital.  
24th. Same position, intermittent 
shelling during the day  1 killed 3 
wounded. 
25th.  As yesterday, in reserve shelling 
from 4-5pm 1 wounded. 
26th.  As yesterday shelling from 8-
9am one wounded, one man 
accidentally shot, dangerously 
wounded. 
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27/28/29/30th Sept.  In reserve 
intermittent shelling but not as heavy or 
accurate as previously.   Few 
casualties. 
 
OCTOBER 1914. 
1st Oct.  East of Vailly.  A quiet day, 
handed over trenches to Coldstream 
Guards and marched to trenches to 
take over from Royal Scots Fusiliers.   
2nd.   West of Vailly.   Misty took over 
further section of trench from 
Lincolnshires.  No shelling but 
continuous sniping.   
3rd Oct.  Shelling from enemy artillery 
very accurate, sniping from woods to 
the North.  Two casualties.   A quiet 
night, full moon. 
4th.   After yesterdays shelling the  
troops lie very close.  One man from 
enemy patrol killed. 
5th.  Only three shells fired at us, one 
man killed 3 wounded.  A patrol of 10    
Germans approached but as 
arrangements were made to cut them 
off they took  fright.  Blankets issued to 
the men today. 
6th Oct.   No shelling 
7th Oct.  A day routinely devoid of 
incident. 
8th. Oct.  German artillery showed 
some activity.                                . 

9th Oct.   Continuous heavy shelling 
for one hour and ten minutes.  2 
wounded.   A mild attack made on the 
trenches at the same time.   One man 
killed. 
10th Oct.  An uneventful day. 
11th Oct.   A quiet day. 
12th Oct. The French C/O and his 
officers shown around the position. 
13th Oct. The 287th French Regt. take 
over the trenches. 
14th Oct.  Train to Amiens-Boulogne-
Calais then into billets at Cassel.   
15th Oct.  Cassel 
16th Oct.  Marched to Le  Cruscobeau 
in billets. 
17th Oct.  Take up a defensive line at 
Rouge du Bout.   
18th Oct.  Moved to Corps reserve at 
Rue De Bois.   Indications of heavy 
fighting on a  frontage of 8 miles. 
19th Oct.  Marched to S.E. of 
Armentieres.   Heavy fighting taking 
place during the night   Bn. Stands to 
arms at 3am. 
20th Oct.  Bois-Grenier.  Moved to 
position covering village of Le Quesne.  
Dvisional reserve. 
21st Oct.  Take over position from York 
and Lancs.   Shelled by enemy field 
guns,  heavy shelling and rifle fire from 
1pm until dusk.   Enemy take up 

positions and proceeds to entrench 
about 300 yards from our position.   
Casualties 11 killed 23 wounded.  
22nd Oct.  Heavy shelling from enemy 
howitzers and field guns all day.  At 
9.30am our front was subjected to 
Heavy rifle fire. 
Casualties.  12 Killed 24 wounded. 
 
23rd October  A terrific attack launched 
against the front occupied by the Bn.   
The Germans attacked in the darkness 
with great courage, the line however 
was still intact when the attack failed 
(over 200 dead were found in front of 
the trenches) the wounded must have 
far exceeded this number as the 
Germans were nonplussed by our wire 
entanglements.  The machine guns on 
the barrier on the road played havoc 
with a party of the enemy.   During the 
day the enemy ran their trenches to 
within 50 yards of our trenches.    A 
furious onslaught is again made 
against our position which however is 
still intact at 6.pm we were  reinforced 
during the day by 2 companies of the 
Buffs. 
Casualties 34 killed 38 wounded. 
10234 Private Powell was one of those 
killed in action on this day.  
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His body was never recovered and he 
is commemorated at the Ploegsteert 
memorial in Belgium.     The 
Ploegsteert Memorial commemorates 
the more than 11,000 United Kingdom 
and South African servicemen who 
died in this sector in the First World 
War and have no known grave. 
 
 
 
 

 
Ploegsteert Memorial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 
1914-1919  

Name: James Powell 

Birth Place: 
St. Weonard's, Ross, 
Herefords 

Residence: Monmouth 
Death Date: 23 Oct 1914 
Death Place: France and Flanders 
Enlistment 

Place: 
Ross 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 
Shropshire Light 
Infantry 

Battalion: 1st Battalion 
Regimental 

Number: 
10234 

Type of 
Casualty: 

Killed in action 
 

 
His Medal Card 

 
 

James Powel was awarded the 1914 
Star (The Mons Star), the British War 
Medal and the Victory Medal He also 
was awarded the bar to the 1914 Star, 
known as the 'Clasp and Roses'. 

 
 
This was awarded to those who were 
in France between 5th August and 
22nd November 1914 and under fire. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
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10215 Private 

Joseph Preece 

 
Pte Preece KSLI 

5th Bn. King‘s Shropshire Light Infantry 

 

 

Joseph Preece 
Joseph was born in Bakers Tump 
Cottage, Llangarren in 1895.   
 
He was the son of James and Eliza 
Preece and one of 11 children (the 
1891 census gives Bakers Tump as a 
4 roomed dwelling.) 
Sarah Ann Preece born 1869 
James Preece born 1871 
Elizabeth Preece born 1872 
Fanny Preece   born 1875 
William Preece born 1879 
Albert Preece born1881 
Charles Preece born 1883 
Ernest Henry Preece born 1885 
Edwin Preece   born 1887 
Ellen Preece born 1890          
Joseph Preece born 1895 
 
At the 1911 census Joseph was still 
living at home in Bakers Tump with his 
mother (a widow, Joseph‘s father 
James having died in 1902).   Albert 
his brother, Albert‘s wife Esther, his 
brother Edwin and his sister Ellen.     
He was working as a Gardener 
(Domestic). 

 
 
 

The Great War 
Britain declared war on Germany on 4th 
August 1914 and Joseph enlisted in 
The King‘s Shropshire Light Infantry 
and went to France on 10th September 
1914 with the 1st Battalion KSLI. 
There is some confusion about which 
battalion Joseph Preece was in.   The 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission and 'Soldiers who died in 
the Great War' both list him as being in 
the 5th Battalion and his place of death 
is Thiepval and on the day of his death 
large numbers of 5th Bn soldiers died 
there.    But the 5th Bn war diary  does 
not list him with them at the end of 
October 1915.    Also his medal card 
lists him with the 1st Battalion and his 
date of entry into France was 10th 
September 1914 which is when the 1st 
Bn. went to France. .   He received the 
1914 Star (medal) which means he 
served in France sometime between 
5th August 1914 and night of 22/23 
November 1914 (close of 1st battle of 
Ypres).  But the 5th Bn did not go to 
France until May 1915 and therefore 
he would not have been eligible for that 
medal.     It seems fairly certain then 
that he went with the 1st Battalion and 
was still with them until at least the end 
of October 1915 
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The Great War 
 
When the Great War started Joseph 
Preece was with the1st Battalion at 
Tipperary and on 10th September 
1914 went with them to France.  At 
some stage after October 1915 he 
transferred from the 1st to the 5th 
Battalion and was Killed in Action with 
the 5th at Thiepval.   There were 
periods when the 1st and 5th were in 
the same trenches and covering for 
each other.   On 6th September 150 
ORs were transferred in from other 
regiments  and then on 7th another 
115 arrived.    
Joseph Preece died on 16th September 
1916 at the Battle of the Somme 
(Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission).     There is no record of 
any deaths on this date in the War 
Diary of the Battalion.    The day before 
however there was a battle.   On 14th 
Sept.  the Batt. moved to York Alley an 
advanced transport and detail camp.  
on 15th they moved forward from York 
Camp, the weather was fine but the 
evenings were cold.   The objectives 
were Gird Trench, which owing to both 
flanks of leading Coys being "left in the 
air" we failed to get.  Our final position 
however was just behind this trench.   

During the action we captured 4 field 
guns and 1 machine gun, but at the 
time were unable to remove these.  
These guns had previously caused us 
serious trouble.   Prisoners also, to the 
number of 50 fell into our hands.   
 
Casualties. 
Killed.           1 Officer      34 ORs 
Wounded    11 Officers  184 ORs 
Missing         0  Officers   34 ORs 
 
A new "Engine of War" a petrol  driiven 
armoured car  termed 'The Tank' was 
used for the first time.   Four of these 
machines were allotted to the Division 
during these operations and they were 
considered to have done splendid 
work.     
It was during the above battle at Flers-
Courcelette that Private Joseph Preece 
was killed in action. 
 
  He is commemorated at the Thiepval 
Memorial .    Thiepval Memorial -   The 
memorial to the 72,000 Officers and 
Men of the United Kingdom and South 
Africa who died in the Somme sector 
before 20th March 1918 and have no 
known grave, 90% of these died 
between July and November 1916.   
 

Medal card of Edwin Preece (Border 
Regt) 

 
           

 
  He received the 1914 Star (The Mons 
Star), The British War Medal and the 
Victory Medal. 



39 
 

 

 
 
The three other ‗serving sons‘  
mentioned in the obituary were,  
according to the Roll of Honour in the 
Church: 
Edwin Preece who served in the 
Border Regt. 
Ernest Preece who served in the 
Liverpool Regt. 
Charles Preece who served in the 
Army Service Corps. 
It appears however that the Roll has 
the wrong sons in the wrong Regiment. 

Edwin was in the Border Regiment 
(and the Royal Lancs Regt.)  
 

 

 
 

 
UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 
1914-1919  
 

Name: Joseph Preece 

Birth Place: 
Llangarron, Nr. Ross, 
Herefords 

Residence: Llangarron 
Death Date: 16 Sep 1916 
Death Place: France and Flanders 
Enlistment 

Place: 
Hereford 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 
Shropshire Light 
Infantry 

Battalion: 5th Battalion 
Regimental 

Number: 
10215 

Type of 
Casualty: 

Killed in action 

Theatre of War: 
Western European 
Theatre 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1543&enc=1
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17236  Private  

John Thomas Pugh 

 

5
th
 Bn. King‘s Shropshire 

Light Infantry 
 

John Thomas Pugh 
He was born in 1896 in Eardisland, 
Herefordshire. His parents were 
George Pugh a stockman from 
Tenbury, Mary Annie Morgan from 
Radnor.   They were married in 1888. 
In 1911 John Pugh was living at the 
Red Lion, Madley and was a farm 
servant but his parents were living at 
Dry Arch cottage, Marstow, 
Whitchurch.       

    
He enlisted into the King's Shropshire 
Light Infantry (KSLI) in 1914 and was 
sent to the 3rd Batt. at Pembroke 
Dock.  He was posted to France on 9th 
June 1915 and arrived on 14th June 
with 98 other reinforcements to join 5th 
Batt. at Canada Huts, Locre.    
15th June.   Vlamertinghe.   Marched 
to dug outs East of Ypres and dug 
ourselves in all night. 
16th June.   Trenches E of Ypres.  
Fine, marched to support British attack 
which our guns had prepared  by a two 
hour bombardment.   The regiment 
came under very heavy shellfire, high 
explosives etc.   
2 Officers and 11 ORs killed,  1 Officer 
and 57 ORs wounded,  1 OR missing. 
17/18th June.  Fine withdrawn to 
Vlemertinghe 
19th. June  Draft of 82 men arrived  
from England.   Marched to take over 
Suffolk's trenches. 
20th  Heavy shelling at times, stood to 
arms all night expecting to attack.  1 
killed 8 wounded. 
21st  Heavy shelling  6 ORs wounded. 
22nd.   Oxford's made an attack on 
German trenches but could not get in 
as artillery was not well ranged.   Our 
bombers took part in the assault.   The 

Germans bombarded our trenches 
heavily when our bombardment 
ceased.   1 killed 26 wounded. 
23rd.   Some rain 3 ORs wounded. 
24th.  Heavy shelling on No 15 trench 
which was  wrecked.  1man killed.   
Relieved by Durhams. 
25th.  Moved to Zwynland.  Hot meal 
W. of Ypres.   Bivouacs S.W of 
Poperinghe (Zwynland). 
26th June - 7th July at Zwynland.   
Resting, church parades, on 27th all 
men had hot baths at brewery.  
Digging parties.   Reinforcements 
arrived from England. 
8th July   Ypres Ramparts.  In Brigade 
reserve.   610 men as carrying duty for 
rations and engineering material up to 
the Ox and Bucks trenches. 
9th.  Heavy shelling in the afternoon by 
stink shells.  2/Lt Holt and two men 
wounded.   Clearing struts and  
ramparts by day and carrying by night. 
10th.   Pte Harford MG section killed 
this morning by German shell, buried 
by Oxfords in Railway Wood.   Clearing 
streets and ramparts by day and 
carrying to trenches by night. Carrying 
party of 600 men to take rations and 
engineering material to Oxfords  2 men 
wounded. 



42 
 

11th.    Carrying and salving stores by 
day and carrying by night 600 men 
carrying - no casualties. 
12-17th July.   Ypres ramparts.  5 men 
killed 32 wounded. 
18th   Relieved by Somersets and 
DCLI machine gunners, bombers and 
signallers in the afternoon.   Somersets 
did not arrive until 11pm.    19th July 
DCLI arrived at 1am we got back to 
camp until 5.30am.   1 OR killed, one 
accidentally killed 6 wounded.  
20th-26th July   Busseboom.      Large 
numbers of working parties.   Baths for 
men.  Reinforcements arrived.   26th 
July relieved Somerset L.I. at Ypres 
Ramparts. 
27th July   Ypres.   Repairing dug outs 
and cleaning up by night.   12 men 
sanitary party and party of 375 on 
carrying party at night.  1 man 
wounded, 2 mules killed and 2 
limbered wagons damaged by shellfire 
at Ypres. 
28th July   repairing dug outs etc,  
F.G.C.M on Pte Langford promulgated.   
Working  and carrying parties.   Capt. 
French and 15 men on course of 
instruction with 177th Tunnelling Coy.    
29th July Carrying and working parties.     
1 killed 8 wounded- bomb throwers in 
attack. 

30th July.     Batt. ordered to relieve Ox 
and Bucks but cancelled because of 
enemy attack on crater.  Advanced to 
front. 
31st July.   Proceeded to HQ Lines S. 
of Menin Rd.   Lt Lloyd and bombers  
sent to reinforce 9th KRR.     1man 
killed, Lt Lloyd and 8 bombers 
wounded. 
1st August 1915.  
Ypres.   Movements to new positions, 
daylight movement impossible so 
moved at night.   3 killed,  2 died of 
wounds 22 wounded. 
2nd Aug.  HQ moved o GHQ lines S. of 
Menin Rd.   Casualties 2 died of 
wounds. 
3rd Aug.   Situation the same  8 ORs 
killed  11 ORs wounded. 
4th August 1915.  Situation the same 2 
killed 2 wounded.  Relieved by 1st Bn 
KSLI. 
5th Aug.   Relief complete.   Batt. now 
at Ypres.   40 OR reinforcements arrive 
from base.      
 
17236 Private John Thomas Pugh died 
of his wounds on 5th August 1915.    It 
would appear almost certainly that he 
was one of those wounded on 3rd or 
4th August.   He was buried at 
Lijssenthoeck military cemetery which 

was the site of the Casualty Clearing 
Station just back from the front line.    

Medal card of Thomas J. Pugh

 
He was awarded: 

 
The 1914/15 Star, the British War 

Medal and the Victory Medal. 
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General situation in the middle of 1915 

From the closing May days of the Battles 
of Ypres and Festubert, until the 
September opening of the Battle of Loos 
and the French attacks in Champagne, 
there was no general change in the 
situation on the Western Front. It was a 
period of static warfare, where the army 
suffered average losses of 300 men a day 
from sniping and shellfire, while they 
continued to gradually improve and 
consolidate the trenches. Both sides 
increased the tempo of underground mine 
warfare, which was feared greatly by the 
infantry in the front positions. At the 
request of French Commander-in-Chief 
Joffre, on 7-8 June 1915, the British 
Second Army extended its left to 
Boesinghe, thus placing it for the first time 
in complete occupation of the Ypres 
salient.  
The army continued to suffer from a 
shortage of material, notably heavy 
artillery and machine guns (although Lewis 
guns were officially issued from 14 July 
onward). Sir John French issued general 
orders to First Army to the effect that 
operations be limited to 'small aggressive 
threats which will not require much 
ammunition or many troops'.  
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Captain 
Charles Cecil Thompson 

1896 – 8th April 1919 

 
Devonshire Regiment. 

 

Formerly 1660 Cpl C.C. Thompson 
Herefordshire Regt. 

 

Charles Cecil Thompson 

was born in 1896 in Burton Upon 
Trent, Staffordshire.    His parents 
were Major John Thompson and Emily 
Thompson (Mayger)  and they had 
been married in 1890. 
At the 1901 census the family had 
moved to Somerford Grange, 
Highcliffe, Christchurch, Hampshire 
where his father was a Brewer and 
Farmer.     Charles Cecil (aged 5) lived 
here with his parents as well as with 
his brothers and sister:   
John Raymond Thompson aged 9 
William F Thompson aged 8 
Harry C Thompson aged 3 and his 
sister 
Marjorie Ellen Thompson aged 1 
As well as his aunt Mary Thompson 
and four servants. 
 
At the 1911 census Charles Cecil 
(Aged 15) was a Boarder at Burton 
Upon Trent Grammar School, with his 
brother Harry C Thompson.  His 
parents, brother John Raymond and 
sister Marjorie Ellen were all living at 
Woodside, Ross, Herefordshire.   
 
The family moved to Treverven, 
Llangarron and Charles  was a 
member of Llangarren Church choir, 

he frequently acted as the ‗gentleman 
whip‘ to the Wye Valley Otter Hounds 
and he was also a keen sportsman and 
member of Burton Rugby Football 
Club.   
When war started he joined the 
Herefordshire Regiment and was 
promoted to Corporal.  as a man with a 
boarding school education and a Major 
as a father Charles would have been 
seen as probable 'Officer Material.‘  He 
was commissioned as 2/Lt Into the 9th 
Battalion Devonshire Regt. On 22nd 
Sept. 1914 (London Gazette).   The 9th 
Battalion had been formed on 15th 
Sept. 1914 at Exeter. They had an 
unusual nickname – because they 
were made up of so many ‗non Devon‘ 
recruits they were referred to as the 
―9th London and Lancs‖.    
C.C. Thompson was frequently 
involved with the Ross Volunteers 
when on leave. 

 
 

The Great War 
Lt Thompson went with  the 9th 
Battalion to France on 28th July 1915 
but the War Diaries for August and 
early September are missing. 
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LOOS25th Sept.- 18th Oct.1915 
17th - 23rd Sept. 1915   At 
Fouquereuil.   weather fine, Coy 
parades. 
24th Sept.  Marched to Vermelles and 
took up positions in Hulluch Rd Trench.  
Bn. advanced but due to congestion 
rear Coys could get no further than the 
support trench.  They went over the top 
to the British front line, reorganised 
and continued the advance.    They 
suffered casualties including the C/O, 
2i/c and 3 Coy Commanders, Regt. 
Bombers assisted in capturing 
prisoners and the remainder carried on 
across the open to Gun Trench and 
dug in.  At about midnight of 25/26th 
the enemy counter attacked on both 
sides of the road.   North of the Road 
the attack was repulsed but on the 
South and Centre the enemy reached 
and passed over portions of Gun 
Trench, 2/Lt Smyth rallied the men and 
with the aid of our guns repulsed the 
Germans.   27th Sept.  Relieved and 
occupied old support and Curly 
Crescent Trenches. 
Below is from the 'Keep' Regimental 
museum - the 8th & 9th were twin 
battalions and fought together until 
1918. 

In early August 1915 the 8th and then 
the 9th joined 20 Brigade in the 7th 
Division in France. After the briefest 
experience in the line, both Battalions 
were hurled into the Battle of Loos on 
25th September.  Despite German 
shelling and British gas blowing back 
on them during the attack, the 8th 
pressed on leading the attack and 
captured the German position.  The 9th 
followed in support and lost a great 
many men to machine gun fire as they 
crossed No Man‘s Land to join the 8th 
in their stretch of German trench.  The 
survivors of the two Battalions held the 
position until the evening of 26th 
September, when they were 
withdrawn.  In this single battle the 8th 
lost 639 men killed and the 9th 476 (I 
suspect this was casualties not dead). 
After a spell near Givenchy both 
Battalions moved to the Somme area.  
The Somme remained a relatively quiet 
sector until the offensive began on: 

1st July 1916.  The Battle of the 
Somme 

On that morning the 9th led the attack 
towards Mansel Copse, where well-
placed machine guns, whose crews 
had survived the preliminary 
bombardment, cut down hundreds of 
advancing men. 

Casualties  141 killed,  268 wounded,  
55 missing. 
On 13th/14th July both Battalions were 
involved in a night attack on Bazentin.   
The casualties for the 9th Bn.  16 
killed,   90 wounded,  6 missing. 
 In early September the 9th lost heavily 
again from heavy shelling during an 
attack near Ginchy.  Casualties.   27 
Officers and 446 ORs. 
Lieutenant C.C.Thompson was 
wounded at the Battle of the Somme.  
The wounded officers are listed for the 
July battles but not for the September 
one so it is most likely he was 
wounded between 4-7th Sept. 1916. 
 
Following his recovery he was added 
to the strength of the 6th Battalion 
Devonshire Regiment and went out to 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) to join them.     
Based on Barnstaple, the 6th Devons 
recruited men from the north of the 
county.   The 6th Devons had large 
losses during 1916 and Lt Thompson 
would have joined them either late 
1916 or early 1917.    On the night of 
13/14 December 1916, the British 
counter-attack was launched on both 
banks of the Tigris river. 50,000 men, 
split into two corps, and  including the 
6th Devons, slowly made their way 
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through heavy rain and mud along the 
river banks, taking over 2 months to 
clear resistance below Kut. On 17 
February 1917, Maude launched an 
attack on both flanks which forced the 
Turks to retreat from Kut and signalled 
the end of their resistance. Wasting no 
time, Maude continued with his 
advance and went on to recapture 
Baghdad four weeks later.      The 
years 1917 and 1918 saw the 1/6th on 
the Twin Canals, where they relieved 
the 1/4th Devons, and on lines of 
communication duties in a harsh 
environment which continued to exact 
a high price in sickness.  In September 
1918 at Margil they were struck by 
influenza, which alone claimed 89 
lives.  During their three years in 
Mesopotamia the 1/6th lost twice as 
many men to illness as to enemy 
action.  They had won three battle 
honours. 
Lt. Thompson Devonshire Regt.  was 
promoted acting Captain on 17th March 
1918. (London Gazette) and (6th Bn., 
Devonshire Regt. Captain 
C.C.Thompson, 9th  Bn. relinquished  
the rank of acting Captain on 24th 
November 1918 (London Gazette).    
Charles Cecil Thompson died on 8th 
April 1919 at Treverven, Llangarren of 

Encephalitis Lethargica, aged 23. An 
epidemic of this disease spread around 
the world between 1915 and 1926. He 
is buried at Burton upon Trent. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Charles Cecil Thompson is buried in 
the Family Plot in Burton-upon-Trent 

Cemetery.    
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Charles Cecil Thompson had two 
brothers who served in WW1.    Henry 
Christopher Thompson and John 
Raymond Thompson.   Their medal 
records are below, from them we can 
see that they followed each other 
around.    They both joined the 
Shropshire Yeomanry which was a 
Territorial Force. 
 

The Shropshire Yeomanry outside 
Ludlow Town Hall Aug 8th 1914 

 
 

The two brothers then joined the 
Imperial Camel Corps.    This Corps 

was largely made up of Australians in 
its early days but it was so successful 
against the Senussi confederation of 

tribes in the Western desert that 
companies were formed from UK 

troops, mostly Yeomanry regiments 
which at that time were converting to 

infantry 
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S/S/ Corporal 
Douglas Thomas Weale 

1892 – 5/6/1915 

 
'B' BATTERY 

Royal Field Artillery 
52

nd
 Bde 
 

Douglas Thomas Weale 
He was born in Fownhope in 1892.   
His parents were Thomas Joseph 
Weale, a native of Llangarren and 
Hannah Weale (Rowland) a native of 
Dudley, Worcestershire.  At the 1901 
census Douglas was living with his 
uncle and Aunt Henry and Phoebe 
Weale as well as their three daughters:  
Also there were Henry‘s mother Ann 

Weale and two Boarders, Florence 
Wilce an asst. School teacher and 
Charles Hughes an Apprentice 
Blacksmith.     Henry was a Blacksmith 
and Phoebe was a dressmaker.    
At the 1911 census Douglas was still 
living at Bridge House, Llangarren the 
home of his uncle Henry Weale.   
Douglas was now 18 and was a 
Blacksmith‘s improver.    Douglas's 
parents Thomas J Weale a 
‗Horseman‘and his wife Hannah  
were living at Bakers Tump, 
Llangarren.  Apparently the family also 
lived at Church Cottage in the village.  
 

The Great War 
Douglas Thomas Weale enlisted into  
the Army at the beginning of the war in 
Middlesburgh.   He was listed in the 
‗Ross Gazette‘ of 17th September 1914 
as being in the Royal Artillery.  As a 
trained Blacksmith working at his 
uncle's forge.   He was ideal material 
and became a ‗Shoeing Smith 
Corporal‖.   
A Royal Artillery Battery  Usually 
lettered A to D, each of the Batteries 
numbered 198 heads at full 
establishment. Each was commanded 
by a Major or Captain, with a Captain 
as Second-in-Command, and 3 

Lieutenants or Second-Lieutenants in 
charge of 2-gun sections. Battery 
establishment also included a Battery 
Sergeant-Major , a Battery 
Quartermaster Sergeant , a Farrier-
Sergeant, 4 Shoeing Smiths (of which 
1 would be a Corporal), 2 Saddlers, 2 
Wheelers, 2 Trumpeters, 7 Sergeants, 
7 Corporals, 11 Bombardiers, 75 
Gunners, 70 Drivers and 10 Gunners 
acting as Batmen. 

 
RFA unit. 

L11 Brigade 
This unit was formed as part of the raising of 
the First New Army, K1. It is also sometimes 
shown as 52 Brigade RFA. 
This brigade was originally comprised of 
numbers 166, 167 and 168 Batteries RFA 
and the Brigade Ammunition Column. It was 
placed under command of the 9th (Scottish) 
Division and went to France with it in May 
1915.  In February 1915 the three six-gun 
batteries were reorganised to become four 
four-gun batteries and were titled as A, B, C 
and D. 

javascript:;
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMCxot2moccCFcJ-Ggod4wkBlw&url=http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=206007&ei=BA_KVcCfJ8L9aeOThLgJ&bvm=bv.99804247,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEBr1E0Rwh8CsuLW_cfWKWJ8Z69ow&ust=1439391854809673
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Douglas was with 'B' Battery 52 
Brigade RFA went to France arriving at 
Le Havre on 13th May 1915.   The 
following day they moved to St Omer, 
then on 17th  to Remilly and 
Hazebrouck.   On the 18th they were at 
Steenwerck. 
19th May 1915 The Brigade marched 
to Le Bizet, Belgium when the Bde 
came into action relieving a Canadian 
Bde attached to 6th Div.  They stayed 
in the line until June 7th when they 
were relieved.  The Brigade War 
Diaries give no information about this 
action at all.     
 
The 52 Brigade  was in action during 
this period. This was the 2nd Battle of 
Ypres and they came into the field a 
few days before the start of the Battle 
of Bellewaarde Ridge (24–25 May) 

 

On 24 May the Germans released a 
gas attack on a 7-kilometre (4.3 mi) 
front  near Hooge ). Although British 
troops defended against initial German 
attacks, they were eventually forced to 
retreat north and south. Failed British 
counterattacks forced a British retreat 

1 kilometre (0.62 mi) northwards. At 
the end of the battle, the Ypres salient 
was 5 kilometres (3.1 mi) deep.  
 
S/S Corporal Douglas Weale died on 
5th June 1915.   The army categorized 
war deaths as Killed in Action, Died of 
Wounds, or Died - (from a variety of 
other causes, usually sickness.  The 
register of Soldiers effects states that 
Douglas Weale - Drowned.  It gives no 
further information.     
 

 
 
 
 

UK Soldiers who died in the Great War 
Name: Douglas Thomas Weale 

Birth Place: Hereford 
Death Date: 5 Jun 1915 

Death 
Location: 

France & Flanders 

Enlistment 
Location: 

Middlesbrough, Yorks 

Rank: S/S/Corporal 

Regiment: 
Royal Horse Artillery and 
Royal Field Artillery 

Number: 85053 

 
 
 

 
 
 

He was awarded 

 
The 1915/15 Star, British War Medal, 

Victory Medal 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hooge_(Ypres)
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Trois Arbres Cemetery 

The site for Trois Arbres Cemetery was 
chosen for the 2nd Australian Casualty 
Clearing Station in July 1916, and Plot 1 and 
the earlier rows of Plot II, were made and 
used by that hospital until April 1918. A few 
further burials were made in the cemetery 
after the German withdrawal at the end of 
1918 and after the Armistice, over 700 
graves were brought into it from the 
battlefields of Steenwerck, Nieppe, Bailleul 
and Neuve-Eglise. 
 
Graves from the following graveyards were 
concentrated into Trois-Arbres Cemetery:-.  
DOUANE CEMETERY, NEUVE-EGLISE, at 
the Custom House on the road from Neuve-
Eglise to Nieppe, contained the graves of 15 
soldiers from Canada and four from the 
United Kingdom who fell in 1915-16.  
FORTRIE FARM CEMETERY, NEUVE-
EGLISE, 1.6Kms West of the hamlet of Le 
Romarin, contained the graves of 27 soldiers 
from the United Kingdom who fell in 

November and December 1914. 
LINEN FACTORY CEMETERY, BAC-ST. 
MAUR. This was a row of graves in 
Steenwerck commune, in the angle formed 
by the river Lys, the road from Bac-St. Maur 
to Croix-du-Bac, and Edwards's Linen 
Factory. In it were buried 20 soldiers from 
the United Kingdom, one from India and 
seven Germans. 
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Llangarron does not have a War 
Memorial as a separate structure.   It 
has a board in the church with the 
names of the fallen on it and a 
separate 'Roll of Honour' with those 
who served.   The people listed can 
often be a bit hit and miss.  There was 
no formal structure about who did or 
did not go on the memorials.    The 
memorials were mostly compiled in the 
early 1920s and it would have needed 
someone locally to identify a soldier for 
the memorial.    As is the case in 
several people in this volume they may 
have moved or there was no one 
locally related to them to 'fight their 
corner' or remember them and their 
sacrifice.    I have researched a 
number of sources to try and get as 
complete a picture of those who had a 
relationship with the village, either by 
being born here or having lived here.  I 
am sure there may still be some 
missing. 
 
The following soldiers are not listed on 
Llangarron‘s Roll of Honour and may 
well be commemorated elsewhere but 
they were ‗born in Llangarron‘ so I 
have included them in this piece of 
work. 

Harold John Mason was not born in 
Llangarron but he was living in the 
village when he enlisted into the 
Herefords.  
 

 
 

William Barrett 
1st Battalion 

The Tank Corps 
 
 

Amos James Edwards 
1st Battalion 

South Wales Borderers 
 
 

Trevor Partridge 
13th Battalion  

Yorkshire Regiment 
(Alexandra Princess of 

Wales' Own) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harold John Mason 
1st/1st Battalion 

Herefordshire Regiment 
 

Christopher Thomas Green  
The Welch Regiment 

(19th Glamorgan Pioneers 
Battalion) 
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306446 Private 
William Matthew Barrett 

Born Llangarren 
2/3/1895 Killed in Action 8/8/1918 

 
1st Battalion 

The Tank Corps 
Formerly 

220 Sapper Barrett 
Royal Engineers 

William Barrett 
He was born at Treverannon, 
Llangarren/ St Weonards on 2nd 
March 1895 his mother was Fanny 
Louisa Barrett.    There was no father 
listed on his birth certificate but he was 
almost certainly James Beavan. 
William‗s mother Fanny Louisa Barrett 
was born in 1872 in Llanwarne.  She 
was born into a prosperous family, at 
the 1881 census her father Edmund 
Barrett was farming Treverannon 

Farm, a farm of 378 acres and he 
employed 7 labourers.   He and his 
wife Fanny M Barrett had a total of 
eight children.  By the 1901 Census 
she was living at Tomkins Field, St 
Weonards.  She describes herself as 
aged 30, single and with 4 children, 
she is also a housekeeper (domestic) 
in the household of James Beavan a 
general labourer 
James Beavan died in 1908.  
Fanny Louisa Barrett then married 
Morgan Baker in 1910.  Morgan and 
Fanny went on to give William five 
more brothers and sisters: 

The Great War 
He joined the Army and went into the 
Royal Engineers and then at some 
stage he  transferred to the Tank 
Corps and was sent to 1st Battalion. 
By 1918 the Bn. was in France and by 
the beginning of August were in front of 
Amiens at the start of the 100 days 
offensive.   They were equipped with 
the Mark V tank. 

 

1st Bn.  were attached to the 4th 
Canadian Division.  Intensive training 
was carried out with the tanks in order 
to overcome lingering doubts after 
Bullecourt and to tighten up 
infantry/tank co-operation. 450 of them 
took part in the Amiens attack, where 
the Whippets and various armoured 
cars penetrated deep behind the 
German defences. In conjunction with 
the new artillery and infantry tactics, 
tanks proved to be useful in crushing 
wire; over-running machine gun posts 
and strong points; helping infantry 
through the streets of destroyed 
villages. However, tank losses were 
significant and within days of the initial 
assault the Tank Corps was a 
temporarily spent force. 
 
8th August 1918  - In front of Amiens. 
The plan of attack 
Tanks.    O/C 1st & 14th Tank 
Battalions will arrange starting lines for 
their tanks so that the latter will be in 
close support to the infantry crossing 
the enemy's front line.   The Infantry 
will advance close behind the Artillery 
Barrage and in front of the tanks which 
will be used in  mopping up and  
dealing with strong points, which are 
holding up any portion of the attack. 
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Tank tactics.  The sections of four 
tanks each will be in the first wave 
following 400 yards behind he infantry.   
The reserve of four tanks will follow 
800 yards behind the first wave.  The 
roll of the first wave is to support the 
infantry by pushing up at once  to deal 
with any machine gun nests or other 
opposition holding up the infantry.   
Tank Commanders must take the 
utmost care in crossing trenches as the 
enemy have been using these for 
stabling horses, many of these have 
been roofed in and look like filled in 
trenches.   Crossings should be made 
on tracks or roads wherever possible.   
Tanks must not get in  front of the 
infantry and stay there.   In emergency 
todeal with strong machine gun 
opposition Tanks may push forward to 
deal with same and then  having done 
so fall in behind the infantry 
Each Tank Section Commander will 
have two pigeons, and messages 
addressed to 4th Canadian Division 
repeated 1st Tank Battalion. 
 
 
Below is a report by a Canadian Officer 
who was with 1st Batt. Tank Corps at 
the Battle where William Barrett was 
killed. 

 
Report on Operation of Machine Guns 
with Tanks in the Attack in front of 
Amiens on August 8th. , 1918. 
By Lieut. F. M. Macdonald (Canada). 
 
 
I was one of the Officers of No.3 Company 
of the 4th Machine Gun Battalion , who 
was allotted to C Company of the 1st Tank 
Battalion , being in charge of one Vickers 
Machine Gun Crew and two Lewis 
Machine Gun Crews , to go forward in a 
Tank to the Final Objective as quickly as 
possible , where we were to get out and 
mount our guns facing all directions , in 
order to cut off and inflict casualties on the 
retreating enemy , and to hold our 
positions until our Infantry reaches us. The 
Tank was to leave us immediately on 
depositing us on the Blue Line or Final 
Objective , and return for supplies. 
 
We joined the 1st Tank Bn. on Aug. 5th. 
There were 34 Vickers Machine Guns with 
Crews and 34 Officers , eight taken from 
No.3 Company , 4th C.M.G.Bn. and the 
remainder from the Infantry Battalions of 
the 4th Division. On August 6th and 7th we 
were instructed fully as to our operation 
orders and we had the Tank Officers 
familiarize us with the operation of the 
Tanks , and we got some experience in 
travelling inside the Tanks. We also made 
full preparations concerning the equipment 

and supplies which we were to take. 
 
The personnel in our Tank included , the 
Tank Officer , the Tank N.C.O. with his 5 
men , one Vickers Gun Crew made up of 
Sergt. L.R. Handyside and 4 men , one 
Scout , one Runner , 6 Lewis Gunners 
with two Lewis Guns from the 85th Infantry 
Battalion , and myself , making 21 in all. 
 
Besides the 2 Lewis Guns and 1 Vickers 
Gun , there were 4 Hotchkiss Machine 
Guns and 1 Six Pounder Shell Gun in the 
Tank which were to remain with the Tank 
upon reaching the Final Objective. We 
carried into the Tank 16 filled Vickers Belts 
, 88 Lewis Gun Pans , and 7000 rounds of 
S.A.A. in bulk , as well as the ammunition 
and all necessary stores carried by the 
Tank Crew. We also brought 48 hours 
rations. The men were in Battle Order , 
every one except Nos. 1 & 2 of the Vickers 
Gun Crew carrying their rifles and 
bayonets. We brought painted maple 
leaves mounted on poles , so that we 
could show them when we saw our 
Infantry reaching us in order that they 
would recognize us and not fire on us. 
 
On the night August 7th/8th , the 34 
Vickers Guns allotted to the Tanks 
assembled under Captain W.G. Williams 
of No.3 Co. , 4th C.M.G.Bn. , with the 1st 
Tank Bn. on the west side of Gentelles 
Wood. At 12:30 midnight we moved 
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forward to positions along the ridge at the 
south eastern side of Domart Wood. We 
reached this position about 20 minutes 
before Zero Hour. 
 
At Zero Hour we commenced to move 
forward to the First Objective , as a 
reserve behind the attacking Troops of the 
1st , 2nd , and 3rd Divisions. Considerable 
shelling was encountered at the edge of 
Domart Village , but no casualties were 
inflicted on us. There was also heavy 
shelling around the bridge on the Luce 
River , but Captain Williams had all Crews 
enter the Tanks before crossing the river 
and by 8:00 A.M. we had succeeded in 
crossing with no casualties. 
 
After the First Objective had been gained , 
we moved forward in close support of the 
attacking infantry. The attacking Troops 
met with very strong resistance around 
Hourges and the O.C. of the 42nd 
Battalion called for the assistance of some 
of the machine guns in the Tanks. The 
Vickers and Lewis Gun Crews of 4 Tanks 
were immediately unloaded and 
dispatched to the Infantry. These Crews 
did not return to their Tanks but followed 
up with the Infantry in the remainder of the 
Advance. 
Our Crew continued to go forward with the 
Tank and about two hours afterwards we 
passed through the 58th Battalion after 
they had captured the Second Objective. 

From here we pushed forward to the Final 
Objective or Blue Line , with the Cavalry 
and ahead of the Infantry , on the frontage 
of the 12th Infantry Brigade. Continued 
machine gun fire and bursts of shell fire 
were encountered during the remainder of 
the Advance. For this reason we had to 
travel inside the Tanks almost all the way. 
Several of the men became weak and 
sickened by the gas fumes inside the 
Tank. By using anti-gas tablets and also a 
solution which we had for this purpose , 
most of them recovered. Two , however 
had to be left behind to be evacuated. The 
Cavalry were moving forward , either with 
us , or a little in front of us at first; but on 
many occasions the met with heavy hostile 
machine gun fire and sustained very 
heavy losses. 
 
We also met with fire from anti-tank rifles , 
and a few bullets from these penetrated 
our Tank. Slight casualties were also 
caused from splinters from the inside of 
the Tank. By continued concentrated fire 
on the revolver loop-holes in the Tank , the 
enemy succeeded in bursting the loop-
hole frames and thereby produced 
casualties on my men in the Tank. 
My Tank Officer was fatally wounded in 
the head. His N.C.O. was killed and two of 
the Tank men were mortally wounded. 
One of my Lewis Gun Men and the Scout 
were killed. After a direct hit on our Tank , 
it stalled a couple of times; and on one of 

these occasions , which was about 2:00 
P.M. , when we were just to the right of the 
woods in E.21d. (1000 yards in rear of the 
Blue Line and 500 yards north of the 12th 
C.I.B. right boundary) the enemy began to 
rush us from the woods nearby. Machine 
gun and rifle bullets were rapping on our 
Tank from all sides , and our only hope 
was to keep our guns firing and get our 
Tank started if possible. After a great deal 
of difficulty in cranking the engine , we 
succeeded in starting the Tank again , and 
with our machine guns we wiped out 
groups of the retreating enemy. We 
pushed forward about 1000 yards farther 
till we reached our Final Objective , where 
we unloaded our guns and took up 
positions in some unlevel ground. Our 
Tank was hit and destroyed before we got 
all our ammunition or any rations out of it. 
We remained there and held our position 
against enemy machine gun and rifle fire 
until some Troops of the 72nd Infantry Bn. 
reached us about 6:30 P.M. By this time I 
had only my Sergeant and three men left. 
Shortly afterwards Brig.-Gen. McBrien , 
G.O.C. 12th Brigade came up and ordered 
me to move back and take defensive 
positions about 800 yards in rear of where 
I was. I moved to this position in front of 
the woods at approximately E.21.d40.80. 
Towards morning , upon being relieved , 
we moved back to positions on the south 
side of Caix Wood. 
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We were all in a very weakened condition 
from the gas fumes inside the tank , and , 
personally , I may add that for three day 
after I was in a sort of dazed or stunned 
condition , from the severe head aches 
caused by the gas fumes.  

 
306446 Private Barrett was Killed in 
Action on 8th August 1918  during this 
battle.    He is buried at Beaucourt 
British Cemetery.   
 

 
He was awarded 

 
The British War Medal Victory Medal 

 
 
 
 

 
Grave of J.  Oliver and W. Barrett both 
of 1st Batt. Tank Corps and both KIA 

on 8th August 1918. 
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9514 Private  

Amos James Edwards 
14/2/1890 – 31/10/1914 

 
South Wales Borderers 

1st Battalion 
 

Amos James Edwards 
He was  born on fourteenth February 
1890 at Solomons, Llangarren he was 
the son of Cornelius Edwards a farm 
labourer and Louisa (Morgan) 
At the 1901 census Amos was living 
with his family in a cottage at Eye 
Moreton.   His father Cornelius was a 
Farm Labourer and his mother 

Elizabeth (Jenkins - formerly Morgan) 
was originally from Aberystwyth, they 
were married in 1886 in Aberystwyth.     
They had six children.  In 1891 they 
were living at Trevase Farm, Pencoyd 
and in 1901 the family were in a 
cottage at Eye Moreton.   In 1911 
Amos's parents were living at Peny 
Park Cottage, Abergavenny with their 
son Nelson.    Amos and his brother 
(Cornelius) Albert were in Chatham 
Barracks with 1st Bn. South Wales 
Borderers.   The family returned to the 
area because  Amos's father was living 
at Yew Tree Cottage, Coppet Hill, 
Goodrich in 1918.  In early 1914 Amos 
married Agnes Annie Morgan in Ross 
District and they had two children 
Alfred who was born in 1914 and 
Albert Gheluvelt Edwards who was 
born in 1915.  They lived in the area 
after the war because Albert went to 
school in Goodrich.  

The Great War 
Amos was in the 1st Battalion South 
Wales Borderers when war broke out. 

Extracts from the War Diaries 
August 4th War Declared.  Regiment 
mobilized on 5th and on 12th embarked 
with the Gloucesters on to The Gloucester 
Castle arriving at Le Havre on 13th 
August.  Marched to camp about 5 miles 

out of town.   On 15th Marched to 
Leschelle via Rouen where they stopped 
for hot coffee.   It was raining hard and 
they travelled by  train throughout the 
night.    Went into Billets on 16th scattered 
but comfortable.   On 17th a  report on the 
men said they were carrying too much 
weight, after a long march could not fight 
and certainly could not double.    The 19th 
and there was a problem with the shoeing 
of the transport horses.   A source of 
worry, there should be a skilled man 
attached, we have cold shoers but unless 
they are experts it is possible that more 
harm than good will come from their 
shoeing.   20th Aug. Moved to Mulgani, it 
was very hot.  All roads are blocked to the 
North and East.   21st Left Mulgani and 
moved to billets in St Aubin.   22nd Aug.  
Moved again arrived at Maubuge at 
midday and had dinners.   News that a 
German column was coming down from 
the north.   French Territorials are putting 
up wire and digging trenches.   Marched to 
Givry and put it in a state of defence,  we 
expect a scrap tomorrow. 
23rd Aug.   Peissant.    A good deal of 
firing from our left at the battle of Mons.   
Bn sent to relieve the Welsh at Peissant, a 
horrible place, boys dig trenches but no 
field of fire and front covered by woods.   A 
few shots fired but no casualties, after 
night is over we expect to get scuppered.   
24th Aug.  A general retirement ordered to 
lead the Germans on, fired on by shrapnel 
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but no casualties,  retire westerly to lead 
Germans across the French front to reach 
Le Grand Fayt and are scared into 
believing there are Uhlans about.   Coys 
extend into hedgerows and bullets were 
flying in all directions, one man injured 
himself with his bayonet, the only casualty.  
Heavy firing heard all night.  25th.  Heard 
that the Coldstream Guards were in 
trouble at Landrecies.  The Germans put 
on French uniforms and chatted with them 
before suddenly opening fire, Germans 
lost about 800 men.     The Germans were 
reported to be near at hand so rations are 
picked up along the road.   The Germans 
shelled us whilst dogging with shrapnel.   
An English aeroplane came down in our 
lines and te pilot borrowed the C/Os pony 
and galloped to the General with news, he 
returned and flew off warning us to keep 
our heads down.   Ordered to retire to 
Etreux,     
26/27/28th  A series of hard retiring 
marches through Guise, Bernot and 
Bertaucourt, harassed by the enemy, the 
men are very tired and disheartened by 
the constant  retiring and desire above all 
a dig at the Huns.   In touch with the 
French Corps at last.   29th A rest day.   
The French have had a good deal of 
fighting and owing to a  reverse of the 
Allies, orders to continue to retire.   This is 
sickening news as we had hoped to have 
a go at the enemy.   The weather is very 
hot and improvised sunshades were 

made, the bottom of a  trouser leg sewn 
into rim of cap, a god send.  Only a few 
men fell out (mostly those who were too 
lazy to make the sunshades).     
31st Aug.   Near Soissons.   It is reported 
that the Germans are coming in large 
numbers and one prisoners says the 
Russians can't shoot, nor can the French 
but the English can shoot and kill.   
Engineers blew up all the bridges on the 
Aisne.   This long  retreat is beginning to 
tell on the horses and no spare ones for 
the heavy wagons. 

SEPTEMBER 1914. 
1-5th Sept.   Mareuil a series of marches 
through Crecy, Perreuse and 
Coulommiers.   Very hot weather, very 
tiring but on 4th billeted in a factory which 
had a delightful Mill and stream with on 
opportunity to bathe.    Marched to Rozoy 
where we had reinforcements but some 
men had fallen out because of the  tiring 
conditions, this probably meant capture.   
Orders to retire were cancelled and  were 
told we were going on the offensive.    6th 
Sept.  Marched to Vaudry, enemy's 
aeroplanes are active and we take cover 
in the woods,  the battle has already 
begun to the East and the enemy are 
coming from the Le Plessis-Vaudry 
direction.   7th Advanced hoping to 
surround the enemy and capture them but 
they had gone, they were  retiring at with 
some speed.  Bivouaced at Choisy.    8th 
at Nugent, we heard that the enemy were 

demoralised and cooked, we passed 
through many villages in a fearful state 
and passed the 1st Cavalry Brigade, they 
have had many casualties. 
14th September 1914 Battle of the Aisne 

  The French Fifth and Sixth Armies (under 
d'Esperey and Maunoury), aided by the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF, under 
Sir John French), launched a frontal 
infantry assault upon the Germans' 
defensive positions across the river at the 
Aisne upon their arrival on 13 September.   
Having established a bridgehead north of 
the river on 14 September, the Allies 
continued to assault the Germans on the 
plateau above them; German counter-
attacks were in place within hours 
however, forcing the Allies back.   Once 
again the German forces demonstrated 
the present superiority of defensive 
warfare over its offensive counterpart, 
deploying machine gun fire and heavy 
artillery in the defence of their positions.  
Small advances were achieved by the 
Allies, but these could not be consolidated. 
Already scaled back by the Allies on 18 
September, fighting was abandoned on 28 
September once it finally became clear 
that neither side, in particular the Allies, 
would be able to mount frontal attacks 
upon the well-entrenched positions of the 
enemy.  Additionally, the French were 
finding themselves under increased 
pressure at Reims.    Instead, both forces 
attempted to manoeuvre past the other in 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/franchet.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/maunoury.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/french.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/machineguns.htm
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a northwards movement, in the so-called 
'race to the sea', begun by French 
Commander-in-Chief Joseph Joffre, 
moving his forces north-west so as to 
attack the exposed German right flank at 
Noyon (the First Battle of Albert). 

 
Allied trench at the Aisne Sept. 1914 

 
The Battalion had a very difficult time in 
this battle, they were shelled, sniped and 
suffered numerous attacks.    
The War Diaries recorded casualties for 
the Battle of the Aisne (1st SWB)  as 
90 Officers and Men killed,  98 Wounded 
and 12 Missing.    These missing men 
were of 'D' Company and had apparently 
surrendered.   
 
 The Diary states "May they be spared to 
reach England again and be  tried by 
Court Martial and get what they deserve 
and never has the 24th Surrendered yet, 
and in spite of casualties the rest of the 

Regiment stuck to it and fought as 
Englishmen and 24th men could fight". 
 

OCTOBER 1914 
1st Oct.   A beautiful day, fine and warm, 
everyone's thoughts turn to England. 
2nd. Shelled a bit, a good deal from our 
right but the German attack is easily 
shoved off.    
3-9th.  Heavy bombardment all day, every 
day, the Germans must have gone back a 
bit ass their shells and bullets are close to 
the slope, which they could not do if they 
were near.   A few casualties, it is amazing 
how many narrow escapes you can have 
and yet not be hit,  the actual bullets don't 
so much matter they are more or less 
clean but the bits of shell make a nasty 
mess of one.   The MO is starting to 
inoculate as we hear there is enteric in the 
German lines.   All the news is good and 
we hear especially good things about the 
Russians. 
10th Oct. 2.30am  6 Officer and 155 OR 
reinforcements arrived.    They had a 
nasty awakening in the morning when the 
German guns start their breakfast 
sessions and the reinforcements went to 
ground pretty fast.    News arrived that the 
Russians had routed 5 army corps which 
is good news, but last night there was 
cheering and singing of German and 
Austrian national anthems from their 
trenches, what does this mean, a victory 
elsewhere for them? 

11-15th Oct.  Moved to the railway at 
Fere-En-Tardebois and on 17th entrained 
the way 'Bill' said for Etaples but 'clever 
devils' after Etaples we went to the NE of 
France at Cassel.   On 18th detrained and 
marched to Hondehem,  billeted in a very 
nice house with a moat.   Good dinner with 
a bottle of wine to our cheek apiece.   
19th Oct.  Beastly cold, enormous bag of 
mail in today, orders to move tomorrow, 
'Damn' we wanted to stay a day or two to 
get straight out of the reach of shells. 
19/20/21st Marched towards Poperinghe 
and then on to Boesinghe arrived at 
Langemarck.   The Germans attack in 
strength they come over in great masses 
"silly idiots" we are shelled from all sides 
and the big coal boxes are almost more 
than flesh and blood can stand.   Towards 
evening it got a bit quieter.    Our 
casualties were  148 killed and wounded.   
22nd Oct.  A quieter day, a  few attacks of 
Germans ho come in masses of about 200 
and are simply cut to pieces.  The 
Germans shelled the village constantly for 
two days concentrating on the church 
spire and destroyed almost every house.     
Marched to billets at Hooge.   Marched on 
until: 
29th October 1914 when arrived at the 
crossroads at Gheluvelt. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/racetothesea.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/joffre.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/albert1.htm
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Gheluvelt 

Daybreak of October 31st 1914 was calm 
and clear. The 2nd Worcestershire; in their 
reserve position west of Polygon Wood, 
were roused early by the crash of gunfire. 
The troops turned out, breakfasts were 
cooked and eaten, weapons were cleaned 
and inspected. Then for several hours the 
companies lay about their billets listening 
to the ever-increasing bombardment and 
watching the German shrapnel bursting in 
black puffs of smoke above the tree tops. 

The 2nd Worcestershire were almost the 
last available reserve of the British 
defence. Nearly every other unit had been 
drawn into the battle line or had been 
broken beyond recovery and to an 
onlooker that last reserve would not have 
seemed very formidable. The Battalion 
could muster no more than 500 men. Ten 
days of battle had left all ranks haggard, 
unshaven and unwashed - their uniforms 
had been soaked in the mud of the 
Langemarck trenches and been torn by 
the brambles of Polygon Wood. Many had 
lost their puttees or their caps, but their 
weapons were clean and in good order, 
they had plenty of ammunition and three 
months of war had given them confidence 
in their fighting power. The short period in 
reserve had allowed them sleep and food. 
They were still a fighting Battalion, officers 
and men bound together by that proud and 

willing discipline which is the soul of the 
Regiment. 
At 1 pm definite orders were received by 
2nd Worcestershire to make a counter-
attack to regain the lost positions around 
Gheluvelt. 
At 1:45 pm the Battalion scouts were sent 
off to cut any wire fences across the line of 
advance. Extra ammunition was issued 
and all kit was lightened as much as 
possible, packs being left behind. Then 
bayonets were fixed and at 2 pm the 
Battalion led by Major Hankey moved off 
in file under cover of the trees to the 
southwest corner of Polygon Wood. 
As they reached the crest, the hostile 
artillery sighted the rushing wave of 
bayonets and a storm of shells burst along 
the ridge. Shrapnel bullets rained down 
and high explosive shells crashed into the 
charging line. Men fell at every pace; over 
a hundred of the Battalion were killed or 
wounded but the rest dashed on. The 
speed of the rush increased as on the 
downward slope the troops came in sight 
of Gheluvelt Chateau close in front. The 
platoons scrambled across the light 
railway; through some hedges and wire 
fences and then in the grounds of the 
Chateau they closed with the enemy. 
Shooting and stabbing they charged 
across the lawn and came up into line with 
the gallant remnant of the South Wales 
Borderers. 

All day the South Wales Borderers had 
held their ground at the Chateau and were 
still stubbornly fighting although almost 
surrounded, their resistance having 
delayed and diverted the German 
advance. The meeting of the two 
Battalions was unexpected, as the 2nd 
Worcestershire had not known that any of 
the South Wales Borderers had been 
holding on.  

The South Wales Borderers had 286 
casualties at Gheluvelt   

One of those casualties was 9514 
Private Amos James Edwards who 
was Killed in Action on 31st October. 

Soldiers who died in the Great War. 

Name: Amos James Edwards 

Birth Place: 
Llangarren, Ross, 
Hereford 

Death Date: 31 Oct 1914 

Death Place: France and Flanders 

Enlistment Place: Brecon 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 
South Wales 
Borderers 

Battalion: 1st Battalion 

Regimental 
Number: 

9514 

Type of Casualty: Killed in action 
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Medal card of Amos James Edwards.   
It gives his Regiment, name, rank and 
number, medals awarded, what 
happened to him and when, the date of 
his first theatre of war (13th August 
1914, which was when the South 
Wales Borderers arrived at Le Havre).   
It also gives the information that Mr 
Edwards (presumably Amos‘s father) 
makes an application for his 1914 Star 
and his address at that time Yew Tree 
Cottage, Coppets Hill, Goodrich. 
1914 Star was established in 
December 1918 

 

Amos James Edwards was awarded:

 
1914 (Mons) Star British War Medal the 

Victory Medal 

 
Memorial to the South Wales 

Borderers at Gheluvelt 
 

His body was never recovered so he is 
commemorated  on the Menin Gate 

Memorial 
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41686 Private 

Trevor Partridge 

 
13th Battalion 

Yorkshire Regiment  
(The Green Howards) 

Formerly 

 
The Yorkshire Hussars 

(Alexandra Princess of Wales' Own) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Partridge 
He was born in 1884 in Llangarron.    
His parents were Cornelious Partridge 
an engine driver (threshing machine) 
and Ann Davies.   They were both from 
Llangarron and had married in 1873 
In 1881 Trevor's parents were living at 
Garronfield Cottage, Llangarron.  
Cornelius was an engine driver and 
they had one child Sarah Ann.  In 1891 
in they were living in Cabbage Cottage, 
Llangarron.  1901 Trevor was a 
stockman still in Llangarron.  Trevor's 
father died in 1910 in Llangarron and in 
1911 Trevor was a Gardener at 
Rosappenna Lodge, Llanishen.   His 
mother was an inmate of the Ross 
Union Workhouse.  Shortly after the 
census in 1911 Trevor Married 
Caroline Plaisten from Ross. They had 
a child Frances in 1916 in Cardiff.    
 

The Great War 
160673 Gunner Trevor Partridge joined 
the Royal Field Artillery and judging by 
his army number it was the latter half 
of 1915.    He then transferred to the 
Yorkshire Hussars, (Alexandra, 
Princess of Wales' Own).    From here 
he was posted to the 13th Battalion the 
Yorkshire Regiment ((Alexandra, 
Princess of Wales' Own).     

The Battalion mobilized at Woking on 
27th May 1916 and was inspected by 
His Majesty The King.   On 5th June 
they left Southampton and escorted by 
Torpedo Boats sailed to France (Le 
Havre) arriving at 3am on the 6th.  .  
They then marched to a rest camp and 
stayed there for a day.   On 7th had 18 
hours on the train then in horse trucks 
to Ham-en-Artois.   Hot water for  tea 
at Abbeville and later breakfast, finally 
a march to billets in farm buildings.   
8th the Battalion re-commenced 
training with Lewis Guns and  snipers, 
training continued until the 19th when 
moved to Maisnil-Les-Ruitz  18-24th In 
reserve, training with live bombs, 
wiring, sniping, patrols carried out.  
opportunity for baths these baths were 
quite of modern pattern and a great 
boon to the men.   Instructed to be at 6 
hours readiness.  25th.  Private Green 
died in 18th CCS (Casualty Clearing 
Station) of bronchitis, this was the first 
death of the Battalion since arriving in 
France.   28th June.   Bn. Ordered to 
Colonne, man to man trench fighting 
training.   Next day four casualties hit 
by trench mortar.  30th Training 
changed from man to man to Platoon 
fighting.   
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THE SOMME 
JULY 1916. 
1st.    Training.   Two casualties  
evacuated to 141 Field Ambulance. 
2nd.    Heavy shelling.  Three men 
killed, these men were killed when a 
heavy trench mortar  knocked the 
trench in and buried them, they were 
dug out overnight and buried in 
Colonne.  Ordered back to Maisnil-Les-
Ruitz when arrived a hot dinner was 
waiting for them, considering this was 
their first experience of trench warfare 
the men were very cheerful. 
3rd.  Marched to Maroc and in reserve 
and in billets in cellars.   Artillery 
concealed in the village and we were 
heavily shelled by enemy looking for 
the hidden guns. 
4th. In support then into  the Old 
German trenches until 10th.  Heavily 
sniped with some casualties.   
Trenches in very bad condition. 
11th   Relieved by Argyle & Sutherland 
Highlanders and in billets at Les Brebis 
until 16th.  On 16th went training for 
wood fighting, wiring, bomb throwing 
and trench improvement.   Evening 
and baths were available 40 men every 
20 minutes could be bathed, they then 
handed in dirty underclothes and 

received  clean in exchange -much 
appreciated by the men. 
17th-31st July.  In the  front line at 
Maroc, two Coys at the front and two in 
support.  Hostile enemy artillery active.  
Casualties for this period  8 Dead, 22 
wounded. 
 
AUGUST 1916.  
Still in the front line at Maroc.   
4th Aug.   Relieved by Lancs and back 
in billets at Les Brebis until 14th when 
relieved the Argyle & Sutherland 
Highlanders at Maroc.  On 15th there 
was ery heavy shelling, one man was 
admitted to hospital with shell shock.   
Lt Pickard awarded the Military Cross 
for going out alone and bringing back 
an officer casualty from the German 
wire.    16th.  More heavy shelling four 
casualties who had been repairing the 
wire which had previously been cut by 
shelling.   
27th Aug.  That night raiding parties 
were assembled, Bangalore 
Torpedoes were sent out to the 
german wire to explode and cut it.    
After they were exploded a party was 
sent out to check the wire was 
sufficiently cut but it was found not to 
be cut.   The raiders were withdrawn 
without casualty.  All ranks were 

disappointed at having to withdraw 
without any  fighting.      28th Aug Bn 
relieved by Middx Regt.  In billets in 
Maroc but also in support.  Divisional 
baths available for Bn. in afternoon, all 
ranks bathed and changed 
underclothes. 
During August there had been a 
constant number of casualties from 
snipers, shellfire, shrapnel, rifle 
grenades and trench mortars. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1916. 
1st.  Back in the front line at Maroc.   
Relieved on 5th and back in billets at 
les Brebis four men had been killed in 
this 4 day tour.   The men were bathed 
in the Mine and could swim, they 
repaired and received new clothing 
and had opportunity to clean up.    On 
11th Moved into support in the Loos 
section relieving the South Wales's 
Borderers (SWB) employed in fatigues.    
On 15th moved into Brigade Reserve 
at Maroc.   Training ground available 
for bomb throwing, revolver practice.  
Had a good rest here. 
17th Back in the Loos sector.   One 
man wounded by an aerial dart.    21st 
Sept.  2 men killed 3 wounded by rifle 
grenades.  22nd.  1 man killed and 2 
wounded by rifle grenades and 1 
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wounded by shrapnel.  23rd.  
Bangalore torpedoes used to blow up 
enemy wire to the front.   24/5th 
Attempt to breach the gap from 
previous nights damage but not 
successful as the gap was impassable 
and by hostile machine gun fire.    
There were 10 casualties of which 4 
were able to return to duty.   On 26th 
another attempt to rush the enemy 
trenches was made but stopped by 
enemy bombs.   4 men  were wounded 
and Lt Langley was wounded in the 
enemy trench and had to be left to the 
enemy.   27th Sept.  Relieved by 
Middx. 30th.  Back in Brigade Reserve.  
 
OCTOBER 1916 
1-4th  In Billets.   Baths and  training. 
4th Oct.   Back in the line at Loos.  5th.  
Four casualties.    6th Ten casualties - 
trench mortar 2/Lt Kelly was wounded 
and his left arm had to be amputated, 
he was a very popular officer and a 
great loss to the Bn.   On the 7th. A 
raid was to be made into the enemy 
trenches if the wire was cut.   It was 
very successful taking two prisoners 
and killing five enemy and there were 
other casualties among the enemy 
from our bombing parties.   We 
suffered no casualties.   Another raid 

on the 8th into enemy trenches where 
they stayed for 58 minutes 20 enemy 
were killed but our casualties were 2 
killed and 6 wounded.   Rifles, 
bayonets, identity  discs, gas helmets, 
shoulder straps, steel helmets, papers 
and other articles were brought back 
by the raiders. Following the raids the 
enemy were relatively quiet.    12th 
Oct.  Relieved by RWF. 
13th-21st Oct.  At Mazingarbe    
Resting, cleaning, training.   Then back 
in the line again until 28th.   Relatively 
quiet the Bn had only 2 casualties in 
the 8 day tour.   
Les Brebis but then marched to Bruay 
and then on to billets in Vizzers Brulin, 
continued training. 
 
NOVEMBER 1916 
2nd.  Marched to Rosiere, billets in 
farm buildings and not very 
comfortable.    Rifle training, physical 
exercises and inspections.  Marched to 
Billets Candas, then billets at Villers 
L'Hopital.   Carried on with marches 
and billets in Doullens, Bertencourt, 
Francierres.  On 25th Nov.  Arrived at 
Villers-Sous-Ailly  rest of day cleaning 
billets which were in a filthy state.   
26th  practising Fire direction and 
control, rapid loading, handling of 

arms, physical drill, bayonet fighting, 
extended order drill, care of arms, 
boots, clothing etc .    30th Draft of 38 
ORs arrived. 
 
DECEMBER 1916 
1-10th Dec.   Villers-Sous-Ailly  
Training. 
11th.   Entrained for Sailly Laurette  In 
hutments, very comfortable and much 
better than the billets used while on the 
move, but many improvements 
required as there are no footpaths so 
the men are up to their ankles in mud.   
On the 12th. one hut was converted 
into a bath house and another into a 
sick bay so men do not have to go to 
the Casualty Clearing Station, where 
they would probably have been lost to 
the Bn.   
25th Dec.  Christmas Day.   Men were 
given an excellent dinner, concerts 
were given in the evening and they 
seemed to enjoy them, in the afternoon 
their were competitions and singing 
competitions by platoons. 
27th Dec. Marched to Suzanne Camp,  
A hutted camp requiring much 
improvement.  Came under hostile gun 
fire.  Camp in a bad state and the mud 
is very deep in some places.   31st.  At 
Albert in Brigade reserve in tents and 
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dug outs, not very comfortable.   Again 
much improvement needs to be made. 

1917 
JANUARY 
In reserve until the night of the 4/5th 
Jan.  
5th Jan.  Bouchavesnes North.    
Relieved the Suffolks.   The trenches 
were impassable due to the heavy 
rains which caused the trenches to fall 
in.   The only way to get to the  front 
line was by going over the top.   The 
line was held by a series of posts 
which had to be made into dry 
standing, everywhere being very 
muddy the dry standing was difficult to 
make as all material had to be carried 
3 miles overland and could  only be 
done at night.    On the 7th Sgt Rowley 
was hit by a machine gun bullet fired 
from a hostile aeroplane which flew 
over the camp at night. 
8th Jan.    Support line heavily shelled 
1 man killed 6 wounded.   Relieved by 
Welsh Regt. On march back were met 
by field kitchen and supplied with hot 
tea and rum. 
9th  Camp Suzanne.   Much required 
rest.  4 strenuous days in the front line 
repairs to clothing and boots were 
carried out,  baths at the French Baths 
and clean underclothing issued.   

12th Jan.  Relieved the Lancs at 
Rancourt Albany in support.  
16th Jan.  In the front line at Rancourt.   
This sector was held by a series of 
posts, it was difficult to get about 
because of the mud and several men 
had to be pulled out of shell holes.   
Cooking was not possible so hot drinks 
were provided by an issue of 
unsolidified paraffin had been made, 
one of these tins will cook 2 canteens 
full of water and  were much 
appreciated.  Three casualties. 
19th Jan.   In reserve and  relieved on 
20th and back to Maurepas Ravine  for 
rest and clean up.   The weather had 
turned very  frosty and snowy.   On 
22nd marched to Camp Suzanne.   
Training and camp improvements.    
On 25th route march to Camp 13.   
This camp consisted of wooden huts 
holding about 120 men.   At this time of 
year they are very bleak and cold, fuel 
being very scarce.    They are certainly 
the most uncomfortable the Bn has 
occupied.  27-31st Jan.   Marched to 
relieve 2nd Devons at Bray to work on 
Railhead.  Not much opportunity for 
training 
but 100 men did go on a musketry 
course.  The Bn was commended for 

having the smallest number of trench 
feet in the Division.   
 
FEBRUARY 
1-10th   At Bray working on the 
Railhead.   Unloading trains.  good 
opportu ities for baths here. 
11-20th Feb.  Moved to Camp 21.    
Fatigue parties constructing  gun 
emplacements.    21st Feb Moved to 
Albany and occupied dug outs at Foret 
Wood.   22nd Relieved RWF at 
Nancourt and occupied right front line 
trench.   23rd a trench mortar barrage 
killed 2 men and wounded 1.    23/24th 
Feb.   The enemy opened fire with 
artillery and Trench Mortars on our  
front line wounding 2 men.   Relieved 
by Suffolks.   Back to billets. 
25th at Albany  relieved Mddx  Regt.  
in Support. 
26/27th Feb.  Moved to Hopital Wood. 
28th Feb. 1917.  Relieved the Suffolks 
in the right front line  sub sector at 
Rancourt. 
 
MARCH 
1st.   Rancourt.   The enemy 
continually shelled our lines all day.   
One killed 3 wounded. 
2nd March.   Seven casualties 
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3rd March.     Only one casualty.   
Orders received we would be relieved 
y Suffolks on night of 4/5th March. 
4th March 1917.   5.15am  Our artillery 
opened fire all along the front.   8th 
Div. on our right attacked hostile trench 
system in  front of Bouchavesnes, out 
Bn detailed to let off bombs if wind 
favourable.   The attack by the 8th Div.  
could be seen from our trenches and it  
was a complete success with all 
objectives gained.   During the attack 
our trenches were under hostile fire the 
whole time but we only had 10 
casualties Pte Hosborne and Pte 
Broadbent killed and 8 wounded.  
Relieved and moved back to Maurepas 
Ravine in reserve. 
5th March 1917.    The men were given 
a day of rest to clean up and bathe, 
clean clothing being provided.   The Bn 
then stayed in billets for a week.  
 
In the action of 4/5th March 1917 
41686  Pte Trevor Partridge was Killed 
in Action. 
His body was never recovered and he  
has no known grave so is 
commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial     
 

 

Medal Index Card 

 
He was awarded 

 
The British War Medal  The Victory 

Medal 
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3848 Private  
Harold John Mason 

 
1/1st Herefordshire Regiment 

 

Harold John Mason 
He was born on 24th April 1897 in 
Bentley, Worcestershire.   His parents 
were Robert Mason originally from 
Norfolk and Mary Ann Rea from 
Stourbridge.   1901 census and his 
father was a saw mill manager living at 
Park Field Cottage, Redditch.  1911 
census.  The family were living in 
Tutbury Rd, Rolleston and Harold's 
father was an Estate Clerk of Works.    
On 2nd June 1913 Harold started work 
at Hereford Railway station with The 
Great Western Railway.   He stayed 

there until 11th October 1913 when he 
was  transferred to Ross Railway 
Station, still with GWR.   He was 
discharged from Ross on 10th July 
1914.   
He joined the Herefordshire Regiment, 
giving his home address as 
Llangarron.  From his first number he 
appears to have joined up on or about 
his 18th Birthday on 24th April 1915.   
(His second number 236452 was given 
him in early 1917 when all the 
Territorial Forces were renumbered).  

 
The Great War 

Private Mason did not go to the 
Gallipoli Campaign with the regiment, 
firslty because young men  were not 
supposed to serve in a 'fighting theatre' 
until they were 19 and secondly his 
medal card has no 1914/15 Star 
showing which means he did not serve 
overseas until at least 1916.  The 
regiment however suffered huge 
losses at Gallipoli and it is most likely 
he joined them as a reinforcement in 
Egypt in 1916. 
Herefordshire Regiment  in Egypt and 

Palestine 1916 -1917 
They were evacuated fro Gallipoli to 
Wardan in Egypt in December 1915 
and stayed there until early/mid 1916. 

In July 1916 Von Kressenstein 
advanced on the Suez Canal and the 
Herefords took part in the Battle of 
Rumani they were bombed by Turkish 
aircraft and heavily shelled and had 13 
killed and 26 wounded.   In late 1916 
and early 1917 they prepared for the 
Palestine Campaign by training with 
their new transport - 12 riding horses, 
29 mules and 110 camels.  The 
advance into Palestine was very 
difficult, there was little water and they 
had to construct a railway to bring up 
supplies.    
On 24th March the Division attacked 
the Turks at the 1st Battle of Gaza. 
The Herefords were supporting the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers who carried the 
El Sire Ridge but because of poor 
communications the Generals ordered 
a withdrawal (to the disbelief of the 
troops on the ground) and when the 
mistake was discovered ordered them 
to take the ridge again but a strong 
enemy counter attack resulted in 
disaster.   The Herefords lost 17 of 
their 22 Officers and 218 Other Ranks 
were killed, wounded or missing.    The 
British Commander's report implied 
this had been a decisive victory and so 
was forced into the 2nd Battle of Gaza 
three weeks later.    The Turkish forces 
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had been reinforced well and were 
entrenched in.    The result was a 
defeat and British casualties were  
6,325.  In late October the Division 
took part in the 3rd Battle of Gaza.   
 
Thus the Third Battle of Gaza - also 
referred to as the Battle of Beersheba - 
was initiated early on the morning of 31 
October 1917.  Not for Allenby a frontal 
attack, as at the Second Battle of 
Gaza.  Instead he resolved to take the 
Turkish forces by surprise in the 
relatively lightly defended area of 
Beersheba (a plan initially proposed by 
General Chetwode), deploying 40,000 
troops in the area. 
 
He nevertheless ensured a hefty 
British presence directly in front of 
Gaza.  Three divisions, aided by a 
heavy artillery presence of 218 guns, 
bombarded the garrison for six days 
before the attack began in order to fool 
the Turks into believing that a full 
frontal attack was imminent. 
 
Allenby's ploy, which demanded the 
utmost secrecy in planning, succeeded 
in its entirety.  British RFC aircraft - of 
newly deployed Bristol fighters - 
ensured British air superiority, crucial 

in preventing German aircraft from 
detecting British troop movements. 
Allenby deployed infantry forces to 
take Beersheba from the front while 
despatching his Light Horse unit far to 
the east.  Following an all-day battle an 
Australian Light Horse unit finally 
penetrated the Turkish defences and 
secured control over the town's wells 
before the Turks could execute a 
prepared plan to contaminate them.  
 
The Turkish Seventh Army meanwhile 
retired to the stronghold of Tel es 
Sheria commanded by German 
commander Kress von Kressenstein's 
Eighth Army.  Panicked there by 
another diversionary attack to the east 
by a 70-strong camel company, the 
Turkish defenders began to scatter 
believing it to be a large-scale flank 
attack, thus leaving the flank of 
Seventh Army exposed. 
 
Promptly exploiting this Allenby struck 
north at Tel es Sheria at dawn on 6 
November splitting Seventh and Eighth 
Armies.  Allenby hoped to trap 
Kressenstein's Eighth Army at Gaza 
but the Turks retreated in some haste 
further up the coast, Gaza being 
abandoned on 6-7 November.  

Meanwhile Eighth Army established 
itself in Jerusalem preparatory to a 
stand against the British. 
 
Having concluded the successful 
capture of Gaza Allenby next turned 
his attention to the fall of Jerusalem, 
which he succeeded in securing the 
following month. 
 
236452 Private Mason was killed in 
action at Tel Es Sheria on 6th 
November 1917.   He is buried in 
Beersheba War Cemetery.    I have 
been unable to find him on any war 
memorial.   
Soldiers who died in the Great War. 

Name: Harold John Mason 

Birth Place: Bentley, Worcs 

Residence: Llangarron, Ross 

Death Date: 6 Nov 1917 

Death Place: Egypt 

Enlistment Place: Hereford 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: 
The Herefordshire 
Regiment 

Battalion: 1st 1st Battalion 

Regimental 
Number: 

236452 

Type of Casualty: Killed in action 

Theatre of War: Egyptian Theatre 

 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/chetwode.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/kressenstein.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/jerusalem.htm
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He was awarded 

 
The British War Medal  The Victory 

Medal 
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54496 Private 

Thomas Christopher 
Green 

 
19th Glamorgan Pioneer 

Battalion 

The Welch Regiment 
 

Thomas Christopher Green 
He was born in Solomons, Llangarron 
in 1886.   His parents were Christopher 
Thomas an agricultural labourer 
originally from Foy and Margret Maria 
Green from Llangarron, her parents 
Samuel and Margret had also been 
born in Llangarron and in 1881 were 
living at Solomons..   Christopher and 
Margret were married, I would assume 
shortly after Christopher's birth as he 

has his mother's surname but his 
father's names as Christian names.  
He changes his preferred Christian 
name from Thomas to Christopher and 
back again fairly often but in formal 
matters (Army) he uses Thomas 
Christopher.  In 1891 The family were 
living at Upper Grove Common, 
Sellack.   Margaret's parents were 
living at Pool Cottage, Llangarron.   In 
1909 Christopher married Clara 
Charman a widow born Clara Ellsmere 
in 1872 in Foy.  By 1911 Christopher 
and Clara had a daughter Violet 
Christina May and had moved to 
Llandilo, Carmarthenshire.  Where he 
was a labourer in the Lime Works. 

The Great War. 
5865 Private Thomas Christopher 
Green joined the Welsh Regiment and 
at some stage was posted with a new 
number (54496) to the 19th 
(Glamorgan Pioneers) Battalion, Welsh 
Regiment.     I am not sure when he 
joined up but he did not serve 
overseas before 1916 or he would 
have received the 1914/15 Star medal.  
Conscription for married men came in 
during May 1916 and I suspect that he 
would have gone in then if not before.    
His Battalion 19th Welsh (Pioneers) 
went to France in December 1915 and 

he probably joined them in mid 1916 at 
the start of the Somme offensive,  but 
this should be looked at with some 
caution, there is no evidence of when 
he arrived.   His number gives no real 
clue but the Battalion's losses until 
1917 were relatively light so would not 
have required large numbers of 
reinforcements, other Battalions did 
have huge losses so reinforcements 
would have been sent to them, until 
July when they did have huge losses.   
I have looked in the war diaries at the 
action of the battalion from 1st July 
1916 (first day of the Somme) and 
taken it up until Thomas Green was 
killed. 
1st-8th July 1916.   At Puchivillers  
then marches to various billets in 
Grovetown Camp, Minden Post, Loop 
Trench and Queen's Nullah.   
 On the 9th July outside Mametz 
Wood.    Ordered to follow the attack 
on Mametz Wood and consolidate 
certain points against counter attack.   
Detailed to dig a Communication 
Trench (CT) from Caterpillar to 
mametz wood.   All platoons employed 
in carrying RE materials and forming 
dumps in region of Caterpillar and 
White Trench.   Successful in 
consolidating and wiring and taking 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMOLsbfGuscCFeag2woddH8Pgg&url=http://www.17thwelsh.org.uk/Root_Pages/Welsh_Regiment_Badge_Large.htm&ei=mUvXVaatJq2P7AbfpLmQCg&psig=AFQjCNHkxSQ53Edm46lmcwb9Qo0B9fL1YQ&ust=1440259377074070
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part in the mixed fighting in the wood.   
The CT had to be abandoned and 
considerable casualties were 
sustained.     At 10am on the 10th July 
orders to endeavour to support the 
attack on the wood, the Coy Lewis 
Guns were brought to the North part of 
the crest and told to keep the North 
end of the wood  under constant fire.   
The situation in the wood was very 
obscure and more definite orders could 
not be given for fear of hitting our own 
men.    A platoon was ordered to 
create a diversion in the East of the 
wood, as soon as covert was  left the 
officer and 6 men were immediately 
shot down, the platoon was ordered to 
retire.   Coy later ordered to garrison 
crossroads.   The line was almost 
completed when ordered to fall back 
and form new line 300 yards behind 
then a further retirement owing to 
confusion.    2 platoons ordered to 
'Halte' to collect ammunition, on arrival 
no ammunition to be found.    Coy then 
employed in wiring. 
Battalion Casualties for this 
engagement:  13 killed,  2 died of 
wounds,  109 wounded, 15 missing, 
some of which may be considered as 
stragglers.  9.30pm left Mametz Wood 
for bivouac at Citadel Camp. 

Series of marches and train to Longpre 
then marched  to Sailly arriving on 18th 
July and went into bivouac at the Dell.   
Worked on trench improvements until 
the 28th when left the Dell  and 
marched and train to Houtkerque 
arrived on 31st. 
August 
At 'F' camp Houtkerque.     Camp 
improvements, physical drills, 
inspections.  On 8th Aug. a 'Gas' alarm 
was called and stood to arms.   4 men 
gassed and 1 shell shock.   The 
remainder of the month was more 
Camp and trench improvements, 
physical drills, inspections another 
shell shock case and 2 men wounded.   
2 Coys sent for periods to Ypres.   
September.   At Welsh Farm 
Still at 'F' Camp.    Same duties, camp 
and trench improvements.   10 men 
wounded and 2 killed during month.  
War diaries show a number of Officers 
reporting sick and being evacuated but 
do not list any ORs.   It must be 
assumed that a good number  were 
evacuated though. 
October Welsh Farm. 
Still at 'F' Camp.   Same duties.   7 
ORs wounded and 2 killed,  similar 
situation as September over sickness 
and evacuations to hospital.   The 

diaries do not mention shelling but the 
casualties imply that it was severe.   
November at Ypres Salient. 
HQ at Welsh Farm.  Opportunities for 
bathing.   Work on Communications 
trenches (CT) and drainage.  Billet and 
trench improvements.   On 21st Welsh 
Farm was set on fire by enemy shells 
employed on salving equipment, 
extinguishing fire etc,  1 OR killed and 
1 wounded.  Remainder of month at 
Canal Bank on trench improvements. 
December 1916. Ypres Salient.   
2 Coys at Canal Bank and 2 at Trois 
Tours, Transport Hospital Farm.   On 
2nd handed over to Gloucester 
Pioneers and marched to J. Camp.   
On 4th Marched to Poperinghe and 
then train to St Omer and then billets at 
Moulle billeted in nnearby village of 
Houlle.    5th Bath and rested and 
inspected proposed site of rifle range.   
6th Work commenced on range, 
training started on signalling and Lewis 
Gun.     
7th-23rd work on range and training 
continued.  23rd. 'B' Range completed.   
24th  work commenced on 'A' Range.    
25th Christmas Day, no work done, 
concert with 151 Coy R.E.  26th-31st.  
Work continued on 'A' Range,  Training 
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of signallers and Lewis Gunners 
continued.     
1917. January    At Houlle. 
1st.   Work on 'A' Range  Musketry 
training  school for 2nd Army.   
Continued training for signaller and 
Lewis Gun teams.  2nd-9th.   Two 
Coys at Houlle working on range and 
HQ Coy march to billets at Quelmes,  
'A' Coy march  to billets at 
Zoudausques.   10-13th at Quelmes.   
Work on range and  training.  On 13th 
work on range complete and trench 
improvements commence.    14th Jan.  
Entrain at St. Momelin for Canal Bank, 
Ypres Salient.   15th-23rd Jan.   
Inspections, drills, billet improvements, 
trench improvements.  
24th January 1917.  Training, billet and 
trench improvements.     
 
1 Other Rank  54496 Private Thomas 
Christopher Green was killed by a 
bullet. 

He is buried in Bard Cottage 
Cemetery.  He is commemorated on 
the Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire war 
memorial.   

 
 

 
 

He was awarded 

 
The British War Medal The Victory 

Medal
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Ypre 

From little towns in a far land we 

came, 

to save our honour and a world 

aflame. 

By little towns in a far land we sleep 

and trust that world we won to you to 

keep. 
Rudyard Kipling 1925 

The small Belgian market town of Ypre 

has today changed its name to the Flemish 

spelling of Ieper. Situated about 45 

minutes drive from Dunkirk (served by 

Norfolk Line), it is a monument to post 

WW1 reconstruction. 

When the Germans realised after the 2nd 

battle in 1915 that they could not take the 

town they systematically destroyed it with 

shell fire, the beautiful Cloth Hall and St 

Martins cathedral were demolished along 

with the attractive houses and businesses 

through out the town. It was said that by 

the end of the war a man on horse back 

could see from one side of the town to the 

other. 

OriginallyYpre had owed its prosperity to 

the cloth industry, hence the Cloth Hall 

where materials were traded, but once this 

industry declined Ypres commercial 

importance diminished and by WW1 it was 

a simple town like any other, except that 

both sides cherished its ownership. Gas 

was used here for the first time on 22nd 

April 1915 as the opening move in the 2nd 

battle. The third and bloody battle which 

cost around 350,000 British Casualties 

ended in November 1917, having only 

gained a few miles at Passchendaele. A 

distance which can be driven today in 

around 10-15 minutes. 

In 1915 General Smith-Dorien (the man 

who organised the 'stop' of the German 

advance at Le Cateau in August 1914, 

argueably saving the BEF) recommended 

shortening the line to remove the 'Salient' 

(a bulge into the enemies line), he was 

sacked for his trouble. In 1918 as a major 

German attack threatened, the line was 

shortened, almost exactly to Smith-

Dorien's proposed line, giving up all the 

hard one ground, but that was hundreds of 

thousands of casualties later and no one 

remembered then. 

The fighting conditions in the Salient were 

dreadful. Although there were three 

distinct battles, the fighting never really 

stopped, the guns thundered almost 

continuously. Unlike France it was not 

possible to dig deep trenches as the earth 

formed a crust on top of swampland, Many 

defences were above ground and pill boxes 

were more prevalent here than in any other 

sector, many trench lines were dug shallow 

and then built up with sandbags, many 

were just shell holes joined together. When 

it rained the mud became glutinous and 

would suck a man or an entire gun team 

down in seconds. The wounded drowned in 

the mud, and men fell off duckboards on 

night working parties and disappeared. 

Soldiers who had fought at the Somme said 

that it was a picnic compared to 

Passchendaele. Huge rats which fed off the 

dead, the stench of dead bodies, sometimes 

found under the end of a shovel as new 

trenches were dug, the dead and wounded 

hanging on the thick belts of barbed wire, 

cries and piteous screams from the 

wounded in No Mans Land, the ever 

present threat of a snipers bullet and all too 

frequent cry of 'stretcher bearer', and in 

winter terrible biting, bone freezing cold. 

The options on terrible deaths were many 

and varied, poison gas, drowning, 

suffocation, bayoneting, slowly of wounds, 

entombment, buried alive, slow sinking 

into mud, flamethrowers, flaming oil 

bombs to name but a few. How anyone 

kept going in those conditions, let alone 

attacking or defending a postion with guts 

and determination beggars all attempt at 

understanding. 
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Message Left by a Grave; 

L/Cpl H.J. Martin - Royal West Kent 

Regiment 

I was mobilised from the reserves in 

August 1914 and fought at St. 

Ghislain, Mons. Retreated down to 

the Aisne, raced towards the sea, 

and survived Neuve Chappelle, 

despite being almost surrounded. 

With C Coy. I helped to take Hill 60 

on the 17th April 1915, fought 

through 2nd Ypres, and was 

wounded at High Wood on 22nd July 

1916. I spent 14 months 

convalescing in Blighty, only to 

return to Passchendaele and to be 

blown to pieces at Poel Chappelle on 

27th November 1917. 

I have no known grave, only my 

name on this panel and a plaque 

dedicated to me at St Georges 

Memorial Church, Ypres. 

I did my best-remember me. 

 


